





ord will 
‘ation te 
embers ,~ 


ew York 
OE a 

” 
ean 
2.» 


lands. 
tifully 
for the 
stpaid Ee 


ME 


Institute 
larity of 








lvess: 


TE 
ork City 





yers the 
ic Speak- 
to grad- 


JRTON, 





PES er re 
oe joni 





ATIONAL LIBAY 


1058 


tay) 
On ST 
MASS | 


i 


ce 
i 
BO 


ies 
STON 


Why Will Christ Come Again? 


nay School ines 


Copyright, 1926, by The Sunday School Times Co. Entered at the post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, January 16, 1926 


Vol. Sixty-eight. No. 3 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.5¢ 
See page 35 





‘Lessons for January 31 in this Issue 


Lesson 5.—Jesus Feeds Five Thousand Men. John 6: 1-72 
Notes on Open Letters: 





What is Christ’s Victory Over Death?........... eis see 86 
From the Missionary Watch Tower. By Ernest Gordon, 27 
The Godhead as Revealed if John’s. Gospel..........-..0+5 28 
Giving Prayer First Piace. By Mrs. F. W. Stone......... 2 
Reason or Faith,—Which? By Ella E. Pohle.............. 29 
International Uniform Lesson..............ccccecseescece 30-33 
Clase ot  TEOU ios a0 0 ches via Si aw ee Seb vEes ess ves beeer yee’ 33 
Girls’ Problems of 'To-day. Discussed*by Mother Ruth .. 33 
WEIS SOD. SUOW LMOMB cebbyek ooh édecctevinecdsiccssusiiccsocdns 34 
Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By John W. Lane, jr., 35 
The Victorious Life.............. Reread ee esesseeaaaateus epee 38 


For Family Worship........... SEDL ios CM Disecéons ce caleagiewkis 36 








USPICION has always been a close companion 

of ignorance. The manufacturer of a marine en- 
gine complained the other day that people refused to 
buy his product because they had never heard of it. 
Yet carefully placed advertising in discriminating 
periodicals such as The Sunday School Times would 
have. been a more effective and economical sale 
stimulus than many interviews and demonstrations. I 














Whiter Than Snow 
By Elizabeth Alden Scott 


: “— 2 fallen the night before, 

vering all the grayness o’er 

With a delicate robe of mystery, 

Woven from stars of purity, 

Of whiteness dazzling the human eye,— 

With the eyes of sense I look, and cry: 

BS irsacnge, Sh dou in the world I know 

Whiter newly fallen snow.” 


The snow is fair; but fairer still 
Are the Christ-filled heart, and the Spirit-led 


. will, 

And the soul at rest and free from sin, 

And the face that shines from His joy withia. 
Though as filthy rags be the sinner’s soul, 
Jesus can make him pure and whole; 

By His s, cleansingsblood I know 

He can wash one whiter than the snow. 








What conditions in human society will induce 
Christ’s return to this earth? There are two opposing 
answers to this question. One results from man’s 
philosophy, and is well expressed by the writer of a 
letter recently published in a metropolitan newspaper, 
who says: “Order is Heaven’s first law; and we may 
all rest assured that Christ will not come in person 
until his ‘Spirit has had ample time so to regenerate 
and mould society as to make his coming a possibility 
without paralyzing our present administration. . .. 

en we have ali developed into this practical Chris- 
tianity, then Christ himself will appear bodily among 


‘us without ¢ausing consternation, and no banners will 
> be necessary to herald his coming.” " 
~ objections to this view. One is the precedent of his- 


There are two 


tory. The other is God’s Word. The same Word 
that predicted, with infallible accuracy in detail, the 
first coming of Christ to this earth, has predicted his 
second coming, and has described the conditions in 
human society which will precipitate his coming. These 
conditions will be just the opposite of those expressed 
in the comfortable thought of the newspaper writer. 
The Bible tells us that conditions on earth will be 
so desperately chaotic, wicked, hopeless, sin-drenched, 
that neither human governments nor even the body 
of true believers on earth can remedy them, and noth- 
ing but the personal return of earth’s rightful King 
will avail. Naturally, his coming into such a world 
as that will cause consternation. “For as the lightning,” 
said Jesus, “that lighteneth out of the one part under 
heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven; so 
shali also the Son of man be in his day ... The same 
day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and 


brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. 


Even 
thus shall it be in the day when the Som of man is 
revealed” (Luke 17:24, 20, 30). “When the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 
know not God” (2 Thess. 1:7, 8), is another inspired 
prediction. “And out of his mouth,” said the Lord of 
himself, “goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should 
smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod 
of iron” (Rev. 19:15). But Christians looking for 
the return of their Lord will not be taken by surprise, 
for “ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day 
should overtake you as a'thief. Ye are all the children 
of light, and the children of the day. . . . Therefore 
Tet us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch. ... 
For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to ob- 
tain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 


5:4-9). . 
Better Than Healing 


_ Healing is good, but resurrection is better. A 
missionary in Japan, ig a letter to friends in the home- 
land, tells of a striking instance of this. “A man 
who has been coming on and off for two years, but 
has been away for a time seeking healing from tuber- 
culosis, told in a recent prayer-meeting with tears of 
joy how the Lord had met him the previous Sunday 
morning, and had given him the assurance of salva- 
tion and filled him with wonderful joy. He went on 
to say, ‘I wrote to my father this morning to tell him 
I am so utterly satisfied with Christ that I am quite 
satisfied if I never recover my ‘health.’ This man is 
now testifying very brightly in the open air.” The 
Lord may, indeed, have a blessed surprise for him, 
and heal his. body completely,» now that he has been 
born again; or the Lord may know, in his infinite 
love and wisdom, that this child of his can give a 
more effective testimony without bodily healing. When 
we are really satisfied with Christ, we are satisfied 
with all that he gives or withholds. The Japanese Chris- 
tian knows that the greatest blessing possible has now 


come to him, as he reads the word of the great apos- 
tle, “And you hath he made alive, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins” (Eph, 2:1). 


ax 


Evolution’s Unconscious Confession 

_ Evolution is primarily a religious question. Evolu- 
tionists continually contend that it is not; yet they 
continually show that it is. A recent issue of the 
Philadelphia Public Ledger reported, in parallel col- 
umns, addresses on evolution delivered in London by 
Sir Oliver Lodge, the eminent scientist who is now 
one of the prominent Spiritists of our generation, and 
in Philadelphia by Clarence Darrow, the famous Chi- 
cago criminal lawyer. Both these prominent men pro- 
tested that evolution either has nothing to do with 
religion, or is in harmony with the Bible, — statements 
that betray ignorance of both evolution and the Bible. 
Sir Oliver said that “The human body is undoubtedly 
developed from the rest of the animal kingdom,” but de- 
clared that while he believed in the animal ancestry of 
man he also believed in “a Creator who brought the 
universe into being ‘by long and patient processes.’” 
This statement is in contradiction, of course, of the 
creation record in Genesis. Then Sir Oliver gave 
himself’ away, when he said that people “have to over- 
come the relics of their animal ancestry and work the 
ape and the tiger out of their natures.” If people are 
indeed able to “work out” of their natures the low 
and degrading and sinful, then they need no Saviour, 
which is exactly what evolution teaches. Mr. Darrow 
said: “Evolutiom has nothing to do with religion. It 
concerns itself with the order of things, not the origin. 
Personally, in my life, I am going to do the best and 
the most that I can. That is all I can hope for.” But 
-the Christian religion offers a man infinitely more, in 
Christ as Saviour and Lord, than merely doing “the 
best and the most that I can.” The really intelligent 
and consistent evolutionist must, in the fast analysis, 
reject Christ. But the “blessed hope” of the Christian 
is brighter and better than the “all I can hope for” of 
the self-deceived evolutionist. 


Past Values 


ory of past values.” So reads an insurance 

advertisement. “None but experts,” it declares, 
“know the comparative and ever changing values of 
various investments.” 

Such statements as these are full of significance in 
things spiritual as well as in matters financial. Values 
are sometimes “inflated” and stock is “watered.”. To 
invest time, thought, energy, money, prayer, devotion 
or any form of our soul’s capital in such enterprises 
is to doom ourselves to disappointment and failure. 
_All sorts of religious movements take place from 
time to time that change their values; because new 
circumstances arise for better or for worse. There 
may be all the outward organization of some past 
revival, but ‘the inner fires may be‘out. Is there any- 
thing sadder than revival effort without the presence 
and power of the Spirit of God? More harm than 
good is done here by simply relying upon the memory 
of past values. often. memory fails us in: some 
vital particular. -There is a godliness that déceives 
because of its denying the power thereof. There are 
professed values that need thorough examination. 

_ Mahy subtle changes may take place in a minister’s 
life, either to enrich or to impoverish his ministry. 
Similar changes may take place in the life of a Sunday- 
school teacher or other Christian worker. Personal 
values are never at a standstill — they ‘are either im- 
proving or detériorating. What we read, what we 
listen to, and the decisions we make, all register them- 
selves, and the expert in spiritual things is soon awate 
of changed values. . 

We dare not depend upon past values in our own 
lives. We need new grace for each new day. Yester- 
day’s consecration loses in value by to-day’s sim 
When a servant of God falls the whole Church of 
Christ suffers. Many onlookers decide that the stock 
is “watered” and the values are “inflated”? When 
this is the conclusion, who can persuade sinners to 


“Cor. investments cannot be made on the mem- 


come to Christ, or lukewarm Christians to invest in 
the enterprises of the Kingdom? 

Sad to say, there are churches that were once loyal 
to the teachings of the New Testament, and rejoiced 
in a great evangelical ministry, but have now gone 
back upon the past. They may evem boast of increased 
values, but the expert in spiritual things knows better. 
The opposite, however, is also gloriously true. Many 
a church, ready to die, revives under a Spirit-filled 
ministry. Then everything in the church goes up in 
value. The whole community becomes aware of it. 
Every department takes on new life, and every home 
connected with the church receives a blessing. The 
work both at home and abroad is enriched by the 
quickened prayer life and the increased giving of 
God’s people, 

It is astonishing what changes in value take place 
when the spiritual atmosphere becomes charged with 
either prayer or suspicion. How different it might 
have been with Apoilos, if Aquila and. Priscilla had 
shunned him instead of taking him to themselves, and 
expounding unto him the way of God more perfectly! 

It is within the power of praying péople, oftener 
than they think, -to transform ‘depreciating values 
into mighty assets for the kingdom of God. Before 
we break fellowship with any erring or misled servant 
of God, let us be sure that we have made intercession 
for him according to the will of God. There are many 
like Saul of Tarsus, doing things “ignorantly in un- 
belief,” to whom God is waiting to send the “light 
above the brightness of the sun.” “And when Saul 
was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself 
to the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, avd 
believed not that he was a disciple. But Barnabas 


’ took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared 


unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and 
that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached 
boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.” Thank God 
for Barnabas! May the Lord increase his kind! 
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— onion the story might have been without a Bar- 
nabas 

We must never forget that values may change at 
any moment. The book that wds despised yesterda 
may be read to-day with absorbing interest, and a man’s 
whole ministry may be revolutionized. The passage 
of Scripture passed Over through the years as,of no 
particular value may, in a moment, leap into prom- 
inence, and turn heart and mind and will into chan- 
nels of undreamed thought and service. Changing 
personal values are constantly taking place through 
the printed page. Literature is making and marring 
lives the world ‘over. A sentence in a book, magazine 
or journal may change a career*and alter a destiny. 

We have heard time and again that we need a re- 
statement of Christian doctrine in the terms of to-day. 
The only justification for such a course depends upon 
past values. Has the Gospel been under-valued in 
the past? Then we must restate it in terms that will 
bring out its real worth. Many a Christian worker 
fails im this particular. It is possible to present the 
Gospel in such hackneyed form and in such wearisome 
fashion that nobody wilk believe that the old, old story 
is ever new. What true preacher or teacher ever feels 
the has done justice to the wunsearchable riches of 
Christ? Because of this he is always discovering 
new values in the old Gospel. Every time that he prays, 
“Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law,” he is astonished at the hidden 
treasure brought to light. How marvelously the same 
text, having to do with the great eternal verities, will 
pour forth fresh wealth, no matter how many times 
we come to it! All the preachers of the centuries 
cannot exhaust the supply. 

When, however, re-statement. means either lessening 
or denying the values of things: declared by the Scrip- 
tures to be the revealed will and eternal purpose of 
God, then wé must cry a halt! Men can come peril- 
ously near to the sin against the Holy Ghost by their 
treatment of the Scriptures and their explanations ‘of 
Christ’s life, teaching, work, death, resurrection, and 
all the unfolding of the glorious revelation of the Gos- 
pel of the grace of God. What is the difference be- 
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tween some modern psychological explanations of the 
work of our Lord and. Saviour, Jesus Christ, and that 
of the Pharisees, “He casteth out devils through Beelze- 
bub the chief of devils”? rh 

Much so called re-statement is like the deliberate 
destruction of life, and the replacing of the dead by 
wax models, with the assurance that wé have some- 
thing finer and of far greater value. 

When we look at the atonement, to take only one 
doctrine, after it has been re-stated by ‘some, we find 
that the New Testament value has gone for ever — 
the world is left as it was béfore Christ died, “having 
no hope, and without God.” 

“Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and. today, and 
for ever.’ Those who make him less than he was 
yesterday, “crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh, and put him to open shame.” To value him 
more to-day than yesterday is simply to admit that 
yesterday we under-valued him. Our estimate changes, 
he changes not. ; ; 

There is a decided difference between past values and 
the memory of past values, The memory of past 
values caused the prodigal to return home: “And when 
he came to himself he said, How many hired servants 
of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I 
perish with hunger: I will arise and go to my father, 
and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to 
be called thy son: make me.as one of thy hired serv- 
ants. And he arose and came to his father.” 

The great fundamentals of the Gospel never depre- 
ciate in value. The only danger is that we shall under- 
estimate their worth. The expert knows when this 
is. being done. But who are experts in these things? 
‘They are Spirit-filled souls, living in closest fellow- 
ship with the Son of God. 

“But the Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have 
said unto you.”. He is the divine Expert, and there 
can be no falsifying either of past values or the mem- 
ory of past values where the Spirit of truth is con- 
cerned. He guides into all the truth. 





What is Christ’s Victory Over Death? 


The thought of death, that terrible word, is my con- 
stant companion, having lost and lost and lost my dear 
ones, until I almost live mentally like the man in the 
Gospels, “among the tombs.” 

“The wages of sin is death.” But if Christ paid the 
penalty of sin and overcame him who has the power of 
death, why does this terrible matter of our mortality 
continue? 

When it is said that Christ “overcame death,” what 
death or phase of death was it? 

In a recent Times, in a short article on thé comfort 
of the Scriptures, a mother recounts being called to the 
bedside of a daughter who was very, ill. She tells that 
every breath, during the time it took to reach her 
daughter was an agonized prayer. On reaching her 
destination (I think) she opened a Bible at the most 
reassuring and comforting verse, and her heart was 
filled with peace, and later with gratitude for her 
daughter’s recovery. 

Recently I made a journey to a dear one dangerously 
ill, and for two days and the greater part of the nights 
I may say too that every breath was an agonized 
prayer; but I suffered a more terrible loss than _ this 
other mother faced. I have lost my only daughter too, 
so know whereof I speak. 

Now may I ask what is the difference in prayers? 

This other mother was full of gratitude for the re- 
covery of her loved ones. What, then, should I feel 
when I lost mine? 

And may I ask another question? So many friends, 
on the several occasions when they have offered sym- 
pathy, have sent’ such verses as “Our light affliction 
which is but for a moment,” and “Think it not strange 
concerning the fiery trial that is to try you,” and simi- 
lar passages; but the consolations of such verses do not 
apply to ordinary griefs and heart-bfaks, do they? 
Were those “trials” not suffering endured explicitly for 
Christ’s sake? I know the one which promises to work 
“a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” 
was such a one. 

I read and read, and do not seem to find the “conso- 
lations of the Sctiptures’’ that apply to the ordinary 
human losses and griefs. 

Tears blind my eyes; perhaps they have blinded my 
mind; and I hope you will be good enough to help me— 
A Sorrowing Reader. 


One’s heart goes out in deepest sympathy to this 
stricken and suffering child of God. Death is imdeed 
a dread enemy, bringing heartbreak and desolation, 
It is not surprising that the eyes and the mind are 
blinded by the tears of grief after such an experience 
of affliction as this reader has passed through. 

And yet, there is light on it all in God’s sure Word; 
and there is abundant comfort and explanation and 
strength to be found there. But we must be careful 
to “rightly divide the word of truth,” and see just what 





God’s Word says. Then we shall not be disappointed 
by any mistaken hopes. 

First of all, we must remember that God’s Word 
does not tell us that Christ has yet overcome “him who 
has the power of death,” nor does it tell us that death 
has yet been done away. On the contrary, it shows 
us that, while sin and Satan are yet in the world, and 
while the completion of Christ’s redeeming and over- 
coming purposes is yet in the future, death must con- 
tinue for a while, even in members of the body of 
Christ, the children of God who now have eternal life 
by faith in Christ as Saviour, 

Thus we read that “The last enemy that shall be 
destroyed is death” (1 Cor. 15:26). This Scripture 
shows that the doing away with death is still in the 
future. It occurs in the passage that tells us, “As in 
Adam all die, even so im Christ shall all be made 
alive. But every man in his. own order: Christ the 
firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s. at his 
coming” (1 Cor, 15:22, 23). Christ’s second coming, 
when all believers shall either be raised from the 
dead or, if still alive at his coming, shall be given 
their resurrection bodies, is yet in the future. And 
it is after this, and after Christ shall have reigned a 
thousand years over this earth, that the last enemy, 
death, shall be destroyed. 

The passage referred to by this sorrowing reader, in 
connection with Christ’s overcoming of him who has 
the power of death, also shows that that has not yet 
occurred. It is in Hebrews 2:14, 15, and it tells us 


that ‘Christ became man and died, “that through death - 


he might destroy him that had the power of death, that 
is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” This 
Scripture is careful to state, not that Christ has yet 
destroyed the Devil, for we know from the Bible that 
that is not so. It tells us that, through his death on 
the cross, Christ made it possible that he might, - in. 
the fulness of time, accomplish the destruttion of 
Satan, which is still in the future. But meantime this 
victory on the cross, yet to be consummated so far as 
Satan and death are concerned, now delivers believers 
“who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage.” For we know that death, terrible 
though it is, is only a temporary. experience for the 
saved, Therefore we need not fear death if we be- 
lieve in Jesus, for he assures us: “I am he that liveth, 
and. was dead; and, behold, I am alive for ‘evermore, 
Amen; and, have the keys of hell and of death” (Rev. 
1:18). Our Lord gives us his word also, concerning 
his church, which is made up of those who believe in 
him, that “the gates of hades [or the place of death] 
shall not prevail. against it” (Matt. 16: 18). 

It is in view of these precious facts and promises 
that the inspired apostle writes to the Thessalonian 
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church and.all Christians: “I would not.-have you 
to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have 
no hope.” He then declares God’s pledged word that 
those who have died trusting im Christ shall be raised 
from the dead at the comifig of ‘the Lord, and those 


who. are alive at his coming shall be reunited with ~ 


their loved ones who-have died. The passage ends 
with the words, “Wherefore. comfort one another with 
these -words” (1 Thess. 4: 13-18). 

The “death” that Christ dealt with by his death on 
the cross and resurrection, and that the full consum- 
mation of his redemptive purposes will finally deal 
with, is both physical and spiritual death. He is a 
Saviour who saves to the uttermost; and that means 
that he delivers souls, at once upon their believing 
in him, from the second death, or éternal separation 
from God; he causes the one who is spiritually “dead 
in trespasses and sins” to pass from that death into 
spiritual life at once, in the moment of new birth by 
faith in Jesus Christ; and at his coming again he will 
deliver from the power of physical death the bodies 
of believers who have died, giving them resurrection 
bodies like his own, which are described in the. great 
resurrection. chapter, the fifteenth of First Corinthians. 

In other words, Christ dealt and will deal com- 
pletely with each phase of death; but we must remem- 
ber that some of his purposes are yet to be consum- 
mated in the future.. 

Why God restéres to health, in answer to prayer, 
some who are-in the grip of bodily disease, and takes 
others from this life,‘ through sickness, to be with 
himself, is a mystery that we can only leave with God. 
We know that God’s love is infinite and perfect, and 
that also his wisdom is infinite and perfect. We can- 
not know as knows just what is best in each 
case. But we know that he never makes a mistake. 
If he restores one and takes another, shall we not 
trust him, with perfect confidence in his perfect love? 
We must not feel that there was necessarily any defect 
or lack in the prayer that was offered for the restora- 
tion of a loved one who was taken. God knows why 
the death of such a one is his best blessing, -both for 
the one taken and for those left bereaved; and even 
though we cannot know in this life, we can trust him 
fully and confidently. 

Best’ of all, every trial and affliction and suffering 
that comes to the child of God is “for Christ’s sake.” 
God wants every such test and sorrow to count for 
Christ’s glory, and it will, if we receive it as from him, 
and trust in him. Such Scripture passages as the 
reader quotes are by no means limited to sufferings 
that may occur because of one’s testimony to Christ. 
They include all suffering, from any cause whatsoever, 
that can come to the Christian, 

If .we will surrender our lives wholly to the lord- 
ship of our Saviour, telling him that we gladly receive 
anything that he knows is best for us, then every afflic- 
tion, as we abide in him in surrender and faith, “work- 
eth for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory; while we look not at the things which are seen, 
but ;at the things which are not seen: for the things 
which are seen are temporal; but the things which 
are not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4:17, 18). The suf- 
ferings and afflictions are temporal, and will pass; the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the spiritual blessings he offers 
us as we trust him and rejoice in affliction are eter- 
nal riches that can never be taken from us. 

The Editor of The Sunday School Times has never 
forgotten a word of loving counsel that came from a 
dear friend, some years ago, while he was in the midst 
of severe testing and suffering. The friend wrote and 
called attention to the passage in. James, “Count it all 
joy when ye fall into divers temptations” (Jas. 1:2); 
and he added: “So many people count it all joy when 
they fall out of the testing time. But God asks us to 
count it all joy when we fall in, and when we do not 
see any possible way out.” There is a precious truth 
here. God loves to be trusted, he longs to be trusted, 
He wants us to trust him in the dark, when, from every 
human. standpoint, there is no light. If at such a time 
we fling ourselves upon him in full surrender, not only 
of ourselves, but of the loved one who may have 
been taken; and if we tell the Lord Jesus that we do 
trust him, and that we know his will and his way are 
the best and the dearest that we could have, then he 
will give us light even in darkness; he will somehow 
lift the burden from us to himself; and we shall ex- 
perience a joy that we can have in no other way. 

A Christian woman once told of having entered 
into the “rest of faith,” at the English Keswick Con- 
vention; and she went on to say that, in the year that 
followed, every loved one had been taken from. her, 
so that now she was entirely alone in the world. But 
she told what the presence of the Lord had meant, in 
the new way in which she had found him at Keswick; 
and she gave this blessed testimony: “And so, the sad- 
dest year of ‘my life has been the gladdest’ year.” 

What the Lord Jesus Christ did for that bereaved 
woman he can and he will do for all who will trust 
him. 

A book rich in comfort and Scriptural blessing is 
entitled, “When the Days Seem:Dark,” by Philip E. 
Howard. It throws the light of the Word of God on 
questions that are sorely troubling many in affliction, 
and may be had from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany ($1.25). 
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Cruelty prevention in heathen lands, and other world-wide mission news 


By Ernest Gordon 














tender mercies of the heathen are cruel and not 

the least’ cruel. to animals. Their suffering in 
Mohammedan lands are frightful, and in India the 
lower creation often groans and travails in hunger or 
pain. That unique schoolmaster, the Rev. Tyndal Bis- 
coe, has championed the mangy pariah dogs, lame don- 
kies, and starving cows of Srinagar, and made. their 
miseries opportunities for developing the sympathy 
and moral quality of his school boys. 

In the early days, certain of his boys noticed a 
number -of vultures gathering about a donkey that was 
lying in a field, On approaching they discovered that 
the animal was sick and not dead, having been left 
by his owner as a meal for birds of prey. They set 
to work and raised enough méney to buy the worth- 
less invalid and then, Brahmin boys though they were 
and not allowed by their religion to touch a donkey, 
put their backs under his stomach and used their Brah- 
min legs to bear him to a place of safety, where, after 
three days, he died in peace. Under the active leader- 
ship of Mr.-Biscoe, the boys in one winter brought in 
a hundred starving donkeys which they tepded and 
fed, beside sixty other wounded or lame pack animals. 
“This wholesale cattle-lifting has had, as the years have 
gone on, such a marked educational influence on the 
community, that the numbef of cases has in late years 
fallen to not more than ten or fifteen. The boys now 
have time to give their attention to pariah dogs, birds 
in cramping cages, and the like. 

The boys when working in bands have gotten on well, 
but those who have tackled cruelty singly have often 
been beaten and even lost blood. One little boy, a 
Brahmin, tried to save a small donkey that was fall- 
ing under its load. The driver, angry at his inter- 
ference, told him he might carry the load himself. 
“IT am not strong enough,” came the reply, “but I will 
bear half of -it”; and he did. At another time the 
headmaster of the school finding a big man on a lit- 
tle donkey brought man and donkey to the school 
grounds and made the man do pack drill with the 
_ donkey on his back, the donkey’s forelegs over his 
shoulders ! 


Medical Missions.—It is worth noting how the ad- 
vanee of civilization concurs with the movement for 
the world’s evangelization im such a way as to forward 
the latter, — explorers opening closed lands, inventors 
creating new modes of locomotion, industry providing 
wealth, medical science reducing or removing the dan- 
gers of sickness. The way of the Lord is thus being 
made straight in the twentieth century, as in the first 
by the Roman empire and its roads, by the universal 
diffusion of Greek and by the settlement of the Jews 
in all parts of the world. 

An article in the Church Missionary Review points 
out how modern medicine has assisted the missionary 
_at many points. In Uganda, for example, a plague of 
sleeping sickness in 1901-4 swept off 200,000. The 
people attributed it to Christianity and proposed to go 
back to the worship of the offended Balubare. Then 
came Sir David Bruce’s discovery of its cause, a Try- 
panosoma, inoculated by the bite of the tsetse fly. Due 
preventive measures reduced the deaths in Uganda 
thus, — in 1905, 8,003; in 1910, 1,527; in T1915, 3; in 
1917 and subsequently, none. 

The researches of Laveran, Manson, and Ross dis- 
covering the cause of malaria have robbed West Af- 
rica of its terrors. It is no longer the “white man’s 
grave.” The sad experience which the early missions 
had in sending out young lives to a sacrificial death 
on the Congo and in the Camerouns, is now a thing 
of the past. Further, the missionary hospital is able 
to cure malaria among the natives and at the same 
time has given them the Gospel, Thus at the mission 
hospital at Ranaghat, Lower Bengal, as many as 1,800 
new patients a day have been treated during the 
malarious season. At the samme Church Missionary 
Society hospital ninety percent of the medical cases 
are of the deadly kala-aga fever, once incurable, now 
easily curable by an intra-venous injection of salts of 
antimony. The Ranaghat hospital gives 1,200 inocu- 
lations monthly for this sickness. ; 

In the Old Cairo Church Missionary Society hos- 
pital, in 1918, over thirteem thousand cases of ankylos- 
tomiasis were admitted as in-patients, the vast majority 
leaving cured. In eighteen years over 100,000 cases 
have been treated in the ankylostomiasis pavilion con- 
nected with this hospital. Each case is retained about 
two weeks in the hospital. During this time they have 
the cause of the: infection explained to them by means 
of the magic lantern; also the methods of prevention 
and treatment. They have also instruction in the Gos- 
pel with lantern slides.. This hospital brings the Gos- 
pel to tens of thousands annually and is producing a 
steady stream of Moslem converts, 

In 1900, a virulent epidemic of smallpox breaking 
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out in Uganda, trained boys were sent out from the 
Mengo mission hospital and vaccinated 10,000 of the 
population, Ini a few weeks the epidemic ceased. In 
Egypt, more than a half million persons were reported 
hy the last census to be blind from smallpox or other 
causes. Dr. Muir of Calcutta, a former missionary, 
is having marked success with the new treatment for 
leprosy, handling out-patients as well as in-patients, and 
thus greatly increasir.g the possibility of a final ex- 
tinction of the disease. At the Church Migsionary So- 
ciety hospital at Pak Hoi, sisters working under the 
direction of Dr. Baronsfeather are giving injections 
of Sir Leonard Rogers’ drug at the rate of a thousand 
a month. The results have exceeded all expectations. 
Lepers are leaving the hospital cured and returning 
to active life, 


Mission Incidents.—What some missionaries are up 
against appears in the following from Mr. John Mc- 
Kinnon of Corumba, Brazil. No wonder he appeals 
for co-operation in prayer. Speaking of his Sunday- 
school, he says, “There seems to be an iniquitous sys- 
tem of child labor, and even on the Lord’s Day they 
are kept at it. A brewery in the vicinity employs most 
of them, and the sin is that they give beer free to the 
children to carry home in the evenings. So they learn 
to drink this and to pass on to stronger. At least half 
of our forty children are thus employed. 

“What a poor chance in life they have. Illiterate 
and without home training and brought up in the midst 
of sin, working for a soul-damning factory, and learn- 
ing to drink its soul-destroying product ! 

“From the visible side our task is hopeless. We can- 
not reach these poor mites. They must work to live. 
But -we-are looking to the Lord with the eyes of faith.” 

On the other hand, there are rewards. Mr. W 
Scherer of Buena Vista, Paraguay, tells of a ferryman 
who has come to Christ. He was recently offered the 
opportunity of opening a store for one of the big mer- 
chants in town. It was a splendid chance especially as 
his work as ferryman is so hard. Pushing a rowboat 
fourteen hours a day in the sun is real work. But he 
turned down this offer when he learned that he would 
have to sell drink and tobacco also. 

Mrs. John Linton tells of Ramien, one of the converts 
of the Chieroguano Indian Mission. He was em- 
pioyed on a sugar plantation as laborer. His only book 
was the Bible. On the door of his mud-floored, one- 
windowed shack he had printed, “I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth . . . The wages 
of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Incessant was his 
study “of the Word. Early in the mornings he was at 
it by lamplight, before work. Then he began to preach 
in the neighboring Indian villages. On one occasion, 
twenty men and women, all drunk, came toward him 
with the long knives they use in cutting sugar cane, 
threatening his life. 

“We have never had a priest,” they cried out, “and 
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In the Bogra District, in East Bengal, there is a consid- 
erable movement out of Mohammedanism to Christ, some 
sixteen thousand converts being reported. The English 
and Australian Baptists have charge of the work and have 
prepared a notable literature in Bengali for Mohammedans. 


The Hakkas number some forty million people, in the 
highlands of five South China provinces. They are a virile 
folk, but not much touched as yet by Christianity. The 
Southern Baptists have established a Hakka seminary to 
train evangelists among them and have some twenty-five 
young men already in residence. 

The term evangelical is no longer one of reproach in 
Guatemala. Mr. Haymaker, of the Presbyterian Mission, 
says that “the educated class are now being baptized, that 
‘the best people’ have us conduct their funerals and wed- 
dings, and in advertisements at times one notes the sig- 
nificant words ‘Protestants preferred.’ ” 

Dr. Quisenberry, Southern Baptist missionary, writes of 
the seventy thousand people living in boats at Macao, South 
China. Many of them have never been on land, and when 
they die they are committed to the waters. As a result of a 
recent mission among them, twenty-seven made profession 
of faith, A Gospel ship has been given by a Southern lay- 
man for work among them. : 


The headquarters of the African Inland Mission is now 


at Aba, on the northeast edge of the Belgian Congo, fifteen” 


miles from the Sudan border, four degrees north and thirty 
degrees east. It has a.concession of eight hundred acres, 
two hundred and fifty being under cultivation. Food is 
grown for eight hundred natives and the fifteen white resi- 
dents. Twenty-four schools are operated in connection with 
the central station school, and there are hospital, dis- 
pensary, leper-home, and rest-home for missionaries. The 
soil is rich and’ the climate wholesome, as the station is 
3,500 feet above the sea. 


we never will, Don’t you know we kill every one who 
studies those things?” 

“Kill me if you will,” replied Damien, “so was my 
Master treated.” But an elderly and sober Indian 
rescued him, 

Damien accompanied Mr. Linton on his long jour- 
neys in the Upper Andes. He was ever first to rush 
into dangerous rivers to see if they were fordable. 
“Many a time,” records Mr. Linton, “when sleeping 
in the mountains where the cold of the great altitude 
pierces to the bone, I would wake to feel Damien in 
the middle of the night quietly slipping one of: his 
blankets over me.” For thirteen years he evangelized 
and then God took him, but his prayers for his native 
village Caepepe are being answered in a wonderful 
way. 

Some Humble Philanthropists.—The Tsingtau Sta- 
tion (China) report speaks of a Mr. Wang, a Peking 
Christian, who works in the post office all day-and has 
little of this world’s goods, but whose heart goes out 
to city waifs. He takes into his household children 
whom nobody else wants, and trains them to various 
kinds of work. The boys are happy and help each 
other. Blind boys make shoes for sighted cripples who 
read to them. Those whose brains are less active run 
errands and do the chores of the household. 

Dr. Newell, of Seoul, tells in the Missionary Herald 
a similar story. A»Japanese Christian, a rice merchant, 
became drawn to the little beggar boys, whom he 
noticed sleeping winter nights in corners or packing 
cases. He cleaned out a large storeroom, put a stove 
into it, and sent out word that homeless boys could 
sleep there. Soon the room was filled every night. 
He did not scold them for begging, but agreed to be 
their banker. When he had won their confidence, he 
told them that he thought they would be happier if they 
worked and promised to secure jobs for any who wished 
them. After some consultation, the majority decided 
to work. The workers on coming home at night were 
given hot meals; the-shirkers had to shift for them- 
selves. The enthusiasm of the former in their work 
proved infectious, and the others were soon employed 
at jobs which “father” secured for them. Their spe- 
cialty was cleaning windows in stores, offices, schools, 
and railway cars. A Sunday-school with seventy mem- 
bers among these waifs is giving them Christian in- 
struction and teaching them to sing Christian hymns. 


Certain Mam Indians who honor Christ by their 
devotion are the subject of comment»by the Rev. H. P. 
Dunlop, of the Presbyterian mission in Guatemala. 
One Indian pastor had been manager of a large plan- 
tation, but he left his position in order to work in the 
mission at $25 a month, not including traveling ex- 
penses. He has twenty-five congregations to visit twice 
a month! A Christian Indian in his church at Retal- 
huleu owns a small coffee plantation’ and has. given 
all his income from the sale of coffee to build a chapel. 
By his preaching, he has opened up five new points. 
A third, Bernardo Rodas by name, left a good posi- 
tion in the high climate of the mountains to travel about 
in the malarial, mosquito-infested, muddy lowlands for 
months, pack on back, preaching the Gospel. The 
Guatemala Indians are victimized by the government's 
alcohol-fiscal system. Their weakness in the face of 
drink leaves them without resistance. But two Indian 
districts pay a special tax to the government for. keep- 
ing liquor out of their territories. 

The Presbyterian Mission has now more than six 
hundred congregations in Guatemala, some organized, 
others capable of organization, and not a single regu- 
larly ordained minister, 


Bishop Whitehead of Madras in his recent volume 
on Indian Problems in Religion, Education and Poli- 
tics recounts the following significant incident: The 
Bishop of Dornakal, himself a Hindu Christian, was 
some time ago holding a confirmation of about three 
hundred outcastes under a pavilion of palm leaves, 
since the mud chapel could not hold the whole gather- 
ing. The Hindus of the village were interested ob- 
servers. A little later, their leaders went to the bishop 
and asked him to request the Government of Madras 
to order that they all become Christians. The perplexed 
bishop asked why. they did not become Christians of 
their own motion and their answer was a striking one: 

“We have been watching the Christians pray. They 
are our servants. We know that they are very ignorant, 
dirty, degraded, and untouchable. They are darker in 
color than we and not so good looking, but we see 
from their faces as they pray that God is in them.” 

They were afraid of one another. No one wanted 
to lead off. But if the Government would only give 
the order, they would become Christians en masse and 
the reason for their interest was the light on their 
servants’ faces. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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The Godhead as Revealed in John’s Gospel 
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Dr. Griffith Thomas’ book, ‘‘ The Apostle John,’’ from which this article is inted, is an inval 
the life and writings of the beloved disciple. It may be obtained from The Sunday Scheel Timer Contact 
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element in the plan which runs through every part of 

John’s Gospel. This is the personal factor, which is 
often clear, sometimes only hinted at, but is always real. 
It is as though the selection of material was due to the 
personal experience of the Apostle himself, and the 
Gospel, as it stands, is a progressive record based on 
his own life. It is, as some one has well said, the story 
of “how I came to believe and how you also may be- 
lieve.” If this be true, John’s Gospeliis intended to 
elicit experiment in others and thus lead in turn to 
further experience. This personal element is certainly 
seen in the minute details of chapter 1 and the personal 
touches of such passages as 13: 23-26; 18: 25-27; 19: 
25-27, 31-37; 20:5, 8; 21:7, 22, 

It has also been noted that only three times in the 
Gospel have we any direct hint or suggestion of the 
writer himself, but when the three passages are put 
together, they seem to indicate three stages of his pro- 
gressive experience: 1:38, the desire of the young 
believer, “Where dwellest thou?” 13:25, the inquiry 
of the growing believer, “Lord, who is it?” 21:7, the 
insight of the mature believer, “It is the Lord.” This 
seems to correspond with John’s own division of Chris- 
tians into children, young men, and fathers (1 John 
2: 12-14). 

After mastering the contents of the Gospel as a 
whole, it is necessary and important to proceed to the 
definite study of details. This method is of great value 
and, is capable of almost indefinite explanation because 
of the fulness of matter in the Gospel. The following 
points are only intended to be suggestive of further 
study, and at the same time illustrative of similar 
possible themes. 


Tue Doctrine oF THE GODHEAD 
1. His existence (John 1: 1)., 
2. His Spirituality (1:18; 4:24; 5:37; 6:46). 
3. His Manifestation (1: 18). 
4. His Nature (3:16). 
5. His Life (1:14; 6:57). 


These are only a few of the aspects of the doctrine 
of God scattered through the Gospel, calling for care- 
ful consideration and arrangement. 


Tue Person ‘AND WorkK or Curist 
Through the Apostle we are to arrive at the mind of 
the Lord Jesus, for his purpose beyond all else is to 
reveal his Master. Every part of the Gospel keeps 
this idea in view, and looking first ati the Gospel as a 
whole we may think of it as giving a threefold mani- 
festation of Christ. 


1. As the Divine Messiah (chaps. 1 to 12). 
2. As the Disciples’ Master (chaps. 13-17). 
3. As the World's Redeemer (chaps. 18-21). 


Thus we may say that Christ is seen (1) as the 
Word revealing the character of God and his purpose 
for mam; (2) as the man revealing God's ideal for 
human life and the chasm made by sin; (3) as the 
Saviour accomplishing God’s will and restoring man to 
union and communion, with God. 

But beyond these general aspects we may look still 
— closely at the detail given of Christ’s Person and 
work. 


1. His Relation to God. 
fr As the Word (1:1). 

2) As the Son (1:14). 

2. His Revelation of God. 

(1) God in himself (4:24). 

(2) God in relation to man (1:12). For this 
point special study should be devoted to the dis- 
courses im) each chapter. 

3. His Divine Claims. 

(1) In acts (2:15). 

(2) In word, (8:58). “Either he is God or he is 
not good.” 

4. His Perfect eigenen 
(rt) Subject to our physical conditions (4: 16). 
2) Submitting to our moral conditions (5: 19, 

20). : 

5. His Relation to the Jews (as Messiah). See 

especially chapters 1-12. 

6. His Relation to All Men. 

(1) Light (1:4), (knowledge). 
(2) Life (1:13) (power). See especially 1:14, 

17. “Grace (love) and Truth (light).” 

7. His Relation to the Church, See especially chap- 
ters 13 to 17, 


|: HAS frequently been pointed out that there is one 


THE REVELATION OF THE Hoty Spirit 


This is another of the important. features of the 
Fourth Gospel, especially when considered in the light 
of the Synoptic Gospels, and the fuller revelation in 
the Acts and Epistles. 


1. The First Stage (chaps. 1-7). The figure of 
water is Seen, symbolizing (1) the incoming Spirit 
(chap. 3); (2) the indwelling Spirit (chap. 4); (3) 
the outflowing Spirit (chap. 7). It is also to be noted 
that 1: 32, 33 and 3: 34 associate the Spirit with Christ 
as at once the Receiver and Giver, 

2. The Second Stage (chaps. 14 to 16). The re- 
markable revelation of the Spirit on the eve of our 
Lord's departure, giving the new name Paraclete and 
various new offices with the strong emphasis oni the 
Spirit's Personality (“He”). 

3. The Third Stage (chap, 20). The Easter gift of 
the Spirit is the culminating point of our Lord’s earthly 
manifestation and was perhaps intended as an anticipa- 
tion of and preparation for Pentecost. 


Tue REvELATION oF “LIFE” 


As this is the specific purpose and main characteristic 
of the Gospel (20:31; 10:10), it seems to call for 
fuller attention, though dt best this can only be frag- 
mentary. Beyond and above all else Christianity is the 
religion of life. _Eternal life is “the gift of God” 
(Rom. 6: 23) ; this gift is intended for “justification 
of life” (Rom, 5: 18) ; the believer is to “walk in new- 
ness of life” (Rom. 6:4); the Holy Spirit is called 
“the Spirit of life’ (Rom. 8:2); and Christ is our 
pest “after the power of an endless life’ (Heb. 

337). 
John’s Gospel is pre-eminently the Gospel of life. 
Matthew speaks of righteousness; Mark of service; 
Luke of grace; but John may be said to include all 
these and very much more by his emphasis on life. 
While life is mentioned in each of the Gospels it 
is far more fully treated in the Fourth than elsewhere, 
and in particular it is regarded both as a present bless- 
ing: (6:47) and also as connected with a future state 
(5: 29). At times we find the mention simply of 
‘life’; at others of “eternal life,” but between these 
there is no difference (3:36). Life is found in almost 
every chapter under various aspects. 


1. The Nature. First of all, we must inquire as to 
the precise meaning of life as depicted in the New 
Testament, and especially in John. It is very much 


-more than existence, and always implies and imvolves 


the thought of union. Ind every reference to life 
will be found to mean union. us, physical life is the 
union of the soul and the body; spiritual life is the 
union of the soul and God; while everlasting life in 
the fullest sense is the union of body and soul forever 
with God. 

2 The Source. This is seen in the opening words 
“in him was life” (1:4). This is the fount and start- 
ing point (1 John 5:20). Life is so important and 
prominent in nature that it needs an adequate explana- 
tion, and nothing material or mechanical or humen 


can account for it. Life always comes from life. God 
is the Source, 


3. The Beginning. We se@ this in connection with 
the new birth (3:7), where our Lord emphasizes first 
the fact and then the method, the “what” and the 
“how.” First, the fact of regeneration is shown and 
its necessity emphasized, and then, the way of its at- 
tainment is seen in the requirement of faith in Christ 
(3:15). The opposite of life is said to be death 
(3: 16), and just as life in all jts aspects means union, 
so death in its various elements means separation. 

4. The Indwelling. Reception will necessarily be 
followed by realization, and the soul that has received 
God’s life and is born again will be conscious of it as 
“living water” (4:11). The realization wili in turn 
be followed by satisfaction, for in union and com- 
munion with Christ, our Life, we “never thirst,” but 
find in him “a well of water springing up unto eternal 
life” (4:14). 

5. The Possession. A new thought about life is sug- 
gested in almost every chapter, and as we contemplate 
the néxt section of John’s Gospel we are remiggded that 
the Lord Jesus Christ has been appointed by the Father 
to give us life (5:21), and that this life is at once a 
present possession (5:24) and a future promise (5: 
25). The cause of all this is Christ himself who 
has this life (5:26), and who is, therefore, able to 
communicate it to those who receive him. 


6. The Sustenance. It is very striking that, after 
Christ claims to be the Source of life (chap. 5), he 
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uses various symbols or metaphors in the following 
chapters to prove this possession of “life in himself.” 
Thus in chapter 6 he is shown to be the support of the 
life of which he is the source. 


7. The Overflow. -It is interesting to observe the 
three uses of. the symbol of “water” in these chapters. 
In chapter 3, “born of water” symbolizes the incoming 
of the Spirit. In chapter 4 the “living water” indicates 
the indwelling Spirit. In chapter 7:38, “rivers of 
living water” suggests the overflowing Spirit. That 
which we receive and possess is to be passed on to 
others, and from within us will flow rivers of life, giv- 
ing blessing to. those around, 


8. The Power. When the Lord Jesus Christ spoke 
of himself as the Light of the World, he said that his 
followers should not walk in darkness, but “have the 
light of life” (8:12). This seems to refer back to 
the opening statement that “the life was the light of 
mety’ (see also 9:5; 12:46). It is the possession of 
life that gives light, for, when we receive into our 
hearts the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, Friend, 
and Master, the result is such an access of spiritual 
experience that perception, insight, knowledge become 
ours as we follow our Master. 

9. The Abundance. The Lord Jesus did not come 
to bestow life only, great though that is, but that the 
believer might have it in abundance (10:10). We are 
not to be content with anything less than this, 


* 10. The Condition. In two successive chapters 
Christ teaches the solemn yet blessed lesson that life 
is possible only through death. In connection with 
Lazarus, Jesus Christ is the Resurrection and the Life 
(11:25). And when the Greeks came to see him he 
at once spoke of the grain of wheat dying in order that 
it might produce life and fruit. 

11. The Outcome. While the message about abiding 
and fruitfulness (chap. 13) does not specifically men- 
tion life, the thought is there all through, implying that 
only as we are wnited in life to Christ can we produce 
fruit that will abide. Then in the great prayer our 
Lord seems to sum up everything by the thought of 
the Father having given him authority to give eternal 
life to all believers, a life that is defined as knowing 
God and Jesus Christ (17:3). 

12. The Secret. The Apostle reminds us in the 
statement of his purpose that this life is possible only 
“in his name” (20:31). The “name” always stands 
for the revealed character, and “in” inevitably and mr 
variably means union. So that our “life” is found in 
fellowship through believing. Faith links us to Christ 
and thereby produces that union, the outcome of which 
is communion, which necessarily lasts forever and ever, 


Giving Prayer First Place 
By Mrs. F. W. Stone 


When a teacher learned the secret of controlling 
a class of active boys 


This article is one of twenty-three prize contest articles 

that comprise a unique book, ‘ Preparing and Teaching the 

Lesson.” Presenting as it does a wealth of tested methods 

of lesson preparation 
. thi ik will be found invaluable to the Sunday- 

school teacher who is seeking more efficient ways to study - 

and.present the lesson. It be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia, for $1.00. 


IGHT years ago I was “called” to the “Spitball 

Corner,” made up of boys ranging in age from 

4 nine to sixteen. This was the only boys’ class 

(barring the Primary) in a Sunday-school with an 

enrolment of approximately four hundred, with about 
two hundred in attendance, . ee 

With a fresh Christian experience, but without a 
working knowledge of the Bibie, I accepted the charge, 
after making it a matter of prayer. There were four- 
teen boys, and my first step was to visit the home of 
each, let the parents know my purpose and secnre their 
co-operation so far as attendance, study of the lesson, 
and offering were concerned. 

Picnics, entertaining in my home, always remember- 
ing the youngsters at Christmas, visiting any and all 
members of the family in sickness or trouble, follow- 
ing up each boy to secure regular attendance, and my- 
self being present on time imvariably (barring sick- 
ness} elicited a certain kind of co-operation. ; 

My study of the lesson began Sunday and occupied 
some part of each day during the week, and it was 
viewed from every angle, with the Bible, denomin- 
ational lesson helps, and any others, including ‘The 
Sunday School Times, that were available. - ~ 

Feeling that I had a sacred task and one of the 
biggest I had ever undertaken, these boys and their 
families were special objects of my daily prayer. In 
my eagerness for spiritual equipment I availed. myself 
of every service at the church, haunted revivals, took 
in every possible Sunday-school convention as well as 
summer institutes, to .all of which I am much indebted 
for inspiration and information. I read all I could 
obtain that was suggested as helpful to a Sunday- 
school teacher, and dropped all magazine and most 
secular reading as a resalt of my awakening, so eager 
was I to use my time to the best purpose in fitting my- 
self to be a capable teacher and soul-winner. 



































Lesson for January 31 
Jchn 6: 1-71 


1 did not always have good attention, even when 
I thought I was best prepared to handle the lesson, 
and the thoughtless youngsters have even succeeded a 
few times in bringing me to tears, right in their pres- 
ence, but these failures of mine convinced me of de- 
ficiency in myself and urged to deeper preparation. I 
was never for a moment discouraged or inclined to 
relinquish my difficult, but none the less loved, task. 

From time to. tifme during the years the boys have 
been received into the church, and hundreds have passed 
through my hands. Many have gone beyond my ob- 
servation. Some I have been able to keep in touch 
with by letter. Numbers are in college, while more 
are in high school and the grades, and [have the satis- 
faction of seeing a active in the choir, the 
Epworth League, and some teaching classes of their 
own. Yet ever the question in my heart is, viewing 


-the numbers I have had in comparison with the few 


I can observe, “Are my boys saved? Have I done 
all that I could? Am I really making Christianity a 
practical thing: that they may fully appropriate at some 
time im their lives? .Am I making a single indelible 
impression as a teacher of vital things? Am I sow- 
ing the seed in such a way as to be sure of the har- 
vest?” 

Never have I felt satisfied so far as my own effort 
or efficiency is concerned, even when I had my class 
at Sunday-school, at church service, at League, at 
prayer-meeting, and all church entertainments. Per-. 
sonality might be responsible for all this and Jesus 
not be a reality to one of these boys as his accepted 
personal Saviour ! 

I could only keep them before the throne of grace 
and trust God to bring them under the influence of 
more capable instructors, where I failed in the brief 
period allotted for instruction. Always I was looking 
for the solution of how best to use this period for 
definite and lasting results, 

Last fall, my big elass of high school boys were 
handed over to a splendid Christian man teacher and 
I fell-heir to a group aged nine to twelve. For a bit 
I didn’t know whether I had gone to the foot of the 
class or had been promoted. 

We were eighteen strong! They were new to me 
and I to them and I resolved upon new tactics, It 
had always been my custom to begin the study of the 
lesson with prayer, which I offered myself, when there 
was not too much confusion or too frequent interrup- 
tion. Hence prayer in class was many times omitted. 
As soon as the collection and roll call could be des- 
patched, I talked to them about prayer, its meaning, 
the necessity of perfect faith, meeting conditions be- 
fore expecting God to honor our petitions; explained 
how we should pray for essentials, illustrating and 
asking them questions; emphasized maintaining an 
attitude of reverence, keeping closed eyes, and so on. 

“Boys, we are here to study God’s Word. The 
Bible is Gokl’s Word—not about God’s Word. Let 
us all kneel down with our Bibles before us on the 
chairs and thank God for his Word and ask him to 
help us to undetstand it as we study together. Now, 
boys, close your eyes, forget everything and every- 
body but the Lord and talk to him. If you have done 
anything wrong, ask his forgiveness, praise God for 
all he is and has done, tell him you want to learn 
to love and serve him, ‘that you want to grow to be 
Christian men, that you want him to be with you to 
strengthen you in the time of temptation. Ask God to 
bless your homes, your parents, those who are not 
Christians. We are here to learn to talk to God as well 
as to understand him when he talks to us. We are not 
here .to criticize one another. If you can only say a 
few words you will be stronger’ next time.” 

Well, they began — stumbling, awkward little prayers 
they were at first, but to the point and no two alike. 
What one boy didn’t pray for, the other did. Prayer 
has consumed the biggest part of our lesson period 
ever since I took this class. 

We have used no lesson helps other than the Bible. 
I study the lesson as formerly, tell them where to find 
it in their Bibles, and give them some verse to mem- 
orize. I have seen that every boy is supplied with his 
Bible by his parents or myself, and they are expected 
to have them in class. 

Sometimes we can only touch upon the current les- 
son, usually finding some application of our prayer 
training in our lesson which I develop by asking ques- 
tions. The members of this class will carry a definite 
meéinory of our prayer service with them through the 
years to come, and will always know how to pray and 
will not be afraid of their own voices. This has been 
demonstrated on several occasions at revival meetings, 
when they have led out in prayer freely and without 
embarrassment. They are always ready with Scripture 
verses, and I, for the first time, feel that I have ac- 
complished something definite. 

One little illustration showing what prayer means 
to my boys, that faith in prayer has been established 
and dependence upon God for help in time of trouble: 
One Saturday night a few ago, I was sum- 
moned to the telephone about 8.30. A little sobbing 
voice answered my “Hello.” 

“This is Jim. Oh, Mrs. S——, my — daddy is —so 
sick — they don’t think he will live. Won’t you please 
pray for —for him!” 

I can never tell any one what that broken little ap- 
peal from that eleven-year-old boy meant to me, 
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did not ask him any questions —he was in no condi- 
tion to answer —nor I to ask. I just answered, “Bless 
your darling heart, of course I'll pray for your daddy!” 


A sobbing “Goodby,” and there I stood with pound- - 


ing heart and tears flowing umrestrainedly. I called 
the leader of our women’s prayer band, related the 
circumstances and asked her to get the members to 
as 3 knees as quickly as possible. This she promised 
to; do. 

I went at once to the stricken home. The father, 
who was a prominent physician, had been taken to the 
hospital and operated on a few hours before, and was 
ina very critical condition as the result of the removal 
of an internal growth with a suspicion of malignancy. 
The outlook was very grave, they told me, and there 
was an atmosphere-of hopelessness. 

No one knew of little Jim’s telephoning.. After 
rolling the burden of prayer to his teacher’s heart, he 
went to bed and to sleep. 

At Sunday-school the next morning the superintend- 
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ent called for special prayer for the sick man. I 
learned later that he was the subject of prayer in all 
the classes and various ‘organizations of the church. 
When I told my boys of their comrade’s distress and 
his. appeal for prayer, you should have heard them 
pray! They not only prayed that the father’s life 
might be spared, but that he and the whole family 
would be drawn closer to God, 

And they believed their prayers would be answered, 
too. During the two weeks that followed, the doc- 
tor’s life seemed to hang in the balance, but as a re- 
sult of his little ‘son’s| faith in God and his pathetic ap- 
peal for prayer, the prayer ball was set rolling, and 
my boys and I believe that the strength of united 
prayer was a big factor in restoring the father to 
them, 

In teaching the lesson, I have found that it has 
been most profitable to give instruction in prayer a 
prominent place. 

VANCOUVER, WASH. 











Reason or Faith,— Which? 


Why we need to refresh our minds as to what is real faith 


By Ella E. Pohle 























i are days in which the very foundations of 
faith are being’shaken as never before; and un- 
less “the household of faith” is being strengthened by 
daily feeding — really feeding, not simply tasting, — 
and meditation upon the Word of God there is grave 
danger of making shipwreck of faith. As some ont 
has said, “The bare reading of the Scriptures will not 
feed the spiritual life, although if this is neglected 
grave perils are soon manifested. The believer who 
reads a number of verses of Scripture and then rushes 
on with his work is a chronic invalid spiritually. We 
must daily feed our inner man, and to do this we 
must gather food and eat it. A meditation here 
and there will not do. We must feed upon God’s 
Word if we would be healthy, strong, and vigorous.” 

And unless we do this, our faith these days as never 
before is going to be stumbled, and even though it 
may kept from utter shipwreck, it will lose the 
comfort and joy and rest that belong to it.- 

We read, for instance, of the pitiful remnant 
of Armenians being driven back into the flames started 
in their living quarters by the unspeakable Turks with 
the taunt, “Let your English and your Americans and, 
yes, your Christ deliver you!” How like what our 
blessed Lord heard from his enemies — “He trusted 
in God, let him deliver him now.” ‘ 

Then, too, we read of multitudes of Christians in 
Russia and other foreign lands suffering as never 
before — wandering destitute, starving of hunger and 
dying of disease, suffering untold misery in prison for 
their faithfulness in preaching the Word, and the 
trouble ever on the increase. And the question comes 
unbidden to our minds, if not to our lips, “Does God 
really live? And does he care?” And unless we are 
familiar with God’s estimates of values as compared 
with ‘those of the earth, there is liable to come to 
the heart a sort of sickening thud of disappointment, 
developing into doubt, and finally into unbelief, and 
communion is wofully hindered if not broken. ‘ 

But the Word reveals the fact that Heaven’s esti- 
mate of values as compared with those of earth are 
directly inverted; 7. e., the world places far greater 
value upon human life and comfort and happiness than 
upon the development of faith, while the Word tells 
us that “the, trial of your faith, being much more 
precious than of gold that perisheth [and gold may 
stand for any precious thing of earth, even of life 
itself], . . . might be found unto praise and honor and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” _ 

Perhaps the chief part of the present Intercessory 
work of Christ is praying for his own, as for Peter, 
that their “faith fail not.” We ought to be prepared 
by the history of the Church in the past for any kind 
of suffering that may come, even “unto death,” im- 
prisonment for the ministry of the Word of God, 
being persecuted in any way for righteousness’ sake, 
but we have lived so free from these things for so 
long that we have become soft and flabby in our 
Christian experience and have come to look only 
for deliverance as a proof that God still lives. Per- 
haps persecution is needed to put virility into the 
body of which Christ is the Head; and we need to 
examine ourselves to see whether we be “in the faith.” 
We need to sit down and ponder the eleventh chapter 
of Hebrews to refresh our minds as to what consti- 
tutes real faith, which, after all, is more precious to 
God than human life or any of its comforts. 

The Modernist has so saturated our educational in- 
stitutions and literature with human philosophy — with 
reason as opposed to faith—that we need to wipe 
our glasses of the dust of specious sophistry that has 
gathered on them and to pin our faith on the naked 
Word of God, if that faith is to be triumphant in 
these testing’ days. God is sifting the nations, and he 
is also sifting his people; and we need to ask our- 
selves on which side of the sieve our faith finds us. 


To read the master chapter on faith— the eleventh 
of Hebrews, as the Modernist reads it may be a 
wholesome exercise to bring us back to God’s way of 
looking at life as compared with the views of unre- 
generate man. It would read as follows: 


1. Now reason is the substance of things tangible; 
the evidence of things seen. 


2. For by it men obtain a good report among them- 
selves. 


3. Through reason we understand that the worlds 
were formed by the process of evolution, so that 
things which are seen were made of things that had 
their embryo in mud, 

4. By reason Cain offered unto men a more ex- 
cellent sacrifice than Abel, by which he obtained wit- 
ness. from his descendants that. he was reasonable, 
they testifying of his good sense. And by it, he 
being dead yet speaketh. 


5. By reason Enoch died and was not found, because 
no one knows where he died. Before he died he had 
this testimony, however, that he pleased men. ' 

6. But” without reason it is impossible to please 
men; for he that is reasonable is still looking for 
proof that God is, and hopes to find that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently’ zeek these proofs. 

7. By reason Noah, imagining that he was warned 

of God of things not seen as yet, prepared an ark 
to the saving of his house, by which he condemned 
those who believe this story. 
_ 8. By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out 
into a place which he thought he should after re- 
ceive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not 
knowing whither he went. Foolish man! 


9. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise as 
in a strange. country, dwelling in tabernacles with 
Isaac and Jacot, the heirs with him of the same 
promise: 

_10. For he looked for a city which hath founda- 
tions, whose builder and maker .is God. But he died 
without seeing his hopes realized. How much bet- 
ter it would have been if he had remained in Chaldea, 
in a city which really had foundations, whose builders 
es were the carpenters and masons of Chal- 
ee! 

11. Through psychology Sara received strength to 
conceive seed (though we question whether she was 
» Ee as the record states) and was delivered of a 
child, 

12. Therefore sprang there even of one... so many 
as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand 
which is by the seashore innumerable. 

13. These all died in disappointment, not having re- 
ceived the promises, though they thought they had 
seen-them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and 
embraced them, and foolishly confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 

14. For they that say such things declare plainly 
that they are not well balanced mentally. 

15. And truly, if they had been mindful of that 
country from whence they came out, they might have 
had opportunity to have returned. 

16. How could they desire a better country, that is, 
than the earthly; wherefore the world would not be 
ashamed to be called their brethren, for it has pre- 

red for them wonderful cities —like Chicago, New 

ork, and San Francisco. 

17. By reason Abraham, when he was tried, refused 
to offer up Isaac, and he did not offer up his only 
begotten son. This was only an allegory. 

"18. Et cetera, ad libitum, ad nauseam. 


Cotorapo Sprincs, Cor. 
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LESSON 5. JANUARY 3!. JESUS FEEDS FIVE THOUSAND MEN 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 6: 1-71 
Golden Text.—Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to 
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.—John 6 : 35 


me shall not hunger, 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By W. Graham Scroggie 


Foreword : 
F YOU would derive the fullest benefit from this 
lesson, turn to all the references to which atten- 
tion has been called. They have been selected with 
urpose and care, and illuminate the subject-matter. 

he Bible is its own greatest commentary. 


The Historical Setting 

In reading through a Gospel we are apt to imagine 
that the events recorded followed one upon the other, 
whereas, in fact, there are, as here, great gaps which 
are filled up only by the other records. John’s aim is 
not to cover the ground gone over by the Synoptists 
but to put on record what they omitted; and so, for 
the sequence of events, it is necessary to use a Har- 
mony of the Gospels (Robertson’s, or Stevens and 
Burton’s.) From this we shall see that our Lord 
spent most of his time in Galilee, and that his minis- 
try there fell into three periods. John 5 comes in at 
the close of the first period, John 6 at the close of 
the second period, and John 7 and 8 at the close of the 
third period 

Between John 5 and 6 there {s @ great gap, cover- 
ing many months of work. Chapter 6 records the crisia 
at Capernaum which closed the second period of the 
Galilean ministry, and led Jesus to withdraw himself 
into northern Galilee. The Feeding of the Five Thou- 
sand (vs. I-15) is recorded by all the Evangelists. 
The Walking on the Water (vs. 16-21) ‘is recorded 
by Matthew and Mark. And the Discourse on the 
Bread of Life (vs. 22-71) is peculiar to this Gospel, 


The Expository Meaning 


Verse 1.—After these things. 
of the Evangelist (2:12; 3:22; 5:1; 7:1; 11:27, 11; 
19: 28, 38; 21:1). The phrase in our text connects 
what follows with the reported murder of John the 
Baptist (Luke 9:7-9). To the other side (R. V.). 
We are not told where Jesus was at the time he started 
out.! Sea of Tiberias, so called only in this Gospel; 
and the place, here only in the New Testament (v. 
23). The town was on the western shore of the lake; 
was built in our Lord’s lifétime in honor of the Em- 
peror Tiberias, and John’s employment of this desig- 
nation is evidence of the late date of his record, 

Verse 2,—This verse describes a continuous state 
of things, all the verbs being in the imperfect tense. 
Multitude, better, crowd; translated company in verse 
5; and people in verse 22. Miracles (Semeia), signs, 
the word always used by John. Compare verse 26. 
How do you reconcile these two statements? 

Verse 3.—The, not @ mountain; one of the lake 
range on the northeast (Luke 9: 10. Bethsaida Julias). 
There he sat. How well John remembered it! 

Verse 4.—The, not a feast, but the feast of the 
Jews, the chief of the Jewish religious festivals. There 
is a direct connection between the approach of this 
feast and the following discourse (vs. 53-58). 

Verse 5.—Philip. See 1:43, 44. Bread, rather, 
loaves. That these may eat; while ministering to their 
— need, Jesus did not disregard their temporal 
need. 


A favorite phrase 


Verse 6—To prove him. Circumstances are tests. 
It is the weight which tests the bridge; and the bat- 
tle which proves the soldier. For he knew what he 
was about to do. Jesus needed no one’s counsel, and 
if he asked questions, it was not for his own sake, but 
to test others. 

Verse 7.—Philip’s answer does not show him up in 
a very good light;-it was both. faithless and negative. 
Two hundred pennyworth; about thirty-five dollars. 
A little. Compare, they were filled (v. 12); twelve 
baskets remained over (v. 13). Philip left Christ out 
of his calculations. Do you? 

Verse 8—Andrew. He and Philip were of the same 
town, and were two of the first five disciples (chap. 
1). Peter’s brother. Some people’s chief distinction 
is in their relations. 

Verse 9.—A_, lad; literally, laddie, Reconstruct the 
story which this statement suggests. Barley loaves. 
Only John mentions the quality of the loaves. They 
were bram bread, cheap, and eaten by the poorer 
classes. Small fishes. he word is not ichthus, but 
opsarion, which occurs again only in 21:9, 10, 13. It 
means not fresh, but cured, fish, 

Verse 10—The men; of these there were five thou- 
sand, exclusive of women and children (Matt. 14: 21). 
This crowd which Jesus fed numbered probably fif- 


teen thousand persons. Sit down, recline (anapipic). 


here was method in all that Jesus did. Much grass. 
It was springtime. 


In Mark 6:39, green grass. 


. 





Devetiong i al Reading: Psalm 34 ; 3-11. 
rimary ic : M ungry . 
Lesson Material : ohn 6 oe pera 
ar rig Verse: Give us this day our daily bread.—Matt. 
228, 
Junior Topic : Jesus is Helped by a Boy. 
Lesson Material: John 6 : 1-14. 
Memory Verse: Jonn 6 : 35. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Jesus Feeds a pear my 3 


1 Crowd. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Why People Follow Jesus. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses I-14. 


1 After these things Jesus went away to the other side of 
the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias. 2 And a 
great multitude followed him, because they beheld the signs 
which he did on them that were sick. 3 And Jesus went 
up into the mountain, and there he sat with his disciples. 
4 Now the passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand, 
5 Jesus therefore lifting up his eyes, and seeing that a great 
multitude cometh unto him, saith unto Philip, Whence are 
we to buy *' bread, that these may eat? 6 And this he said 
to prove him: for he himself- knew what he would do. 
7 Philip answered him, Two hundred ? shillings’ worth of 
bread is not sufficient for them, that every one may take 
a little. 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, saith unto him, 9 There is a lad here, who hath 
five barley loaves, and two fishes: but what are these among 
so many? 16 Jesus said, Make the people sit down. Now 
there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, 
in number about five thousand. 11 Jesus therefore took 
the leavés; and having giyen thanks, he distributed to 
them that were set down; likewise alse of the fishes as much 
as they would. 12 And when they were filled, he saith utito 
his disciples, Gather up the broken pieces which remain over, 
that nothing be lost. 13 So they gathered them up, and 
filled twelve baskets with broken pieces from the five barley 
loaves, which remdined over unto them that had eaten. 
14 When therefore the people saw the ‘sign which he. did, 
pongo This is of a truth the prophet that cometh into 

e 


1Gr., loaves. 2 The word in the Greek denotes a coin 
worth about eight pence half-penny, ar nearly seventeen 
cents. ®Some ancient authorities read, signs. 
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Verse 11.—See what clauses the Revised Version 
omits which the Authorized Version inserts. Yet, 
that this was the method employed, the Synoptics 
show. Given thanks. This was vital and great prom- 
inence is given to it (v. 23). Distributed (diodidomi). 
To deliver from hand to hand. As much as they 
would. Compare with a little (v. 7). 

Verse 12.—Filled (empiplemi), satiated, satisfied. 
Gather up- Better .gather-together (sunago), to col- 
lect as an assembly; the substantive of which is sun- 
agoge, synagogue. / 

Verse 13.—Filled (egemisan), not the same word 
as in verse 12, Twelve, one for eachOf the apostles. 
Probably each had his own’ basket. Baskets.» There 
were two kinds. The kophinos (our word coffin) was 
small and firm, of wicker-work, and was usually slung 
over the shoulder of the traveling Jew of the lower 
class. This is the word in our text. The other, the 
spuris, was larger and was the kind used at the feed- 
ing of the four thousand (Matt. 15:37). Both are 
mentioned in Matthew 16:9, 16 (Gr.). 

Verse 14.—The prophet. The one predicted™by 
Moses (Deut. 18:15-19). “The confident opinion ex- 

ressed by the multitude arose from the resemblance 
| ab acoe the miracle they had seen, and Moses’ feeding 
of the Israelites in the wilderness.” 

Verse 15.—The Jews distinguished between the 
prophet and the Messiah in prophecy (1:20, 21, 25), 
and yet they would now make the prophet their King. 
Strange! Take him, that is, to Jerusalem. He with- 
drew again, having refused already to take a short 
cut to the throne (Matt. 4:8-10). To the mountain 
himself alone, that is, to pray. 

The Homiletical Form 
Curist THE Brean oF Lire 
I. THe IntustRATION (vs. I-15). 
( “a oe Circumstances of Event, Place, and Time 

vs. I-4). 

2. The Miraculous Feeding of the Five Thousand 
(vs. 5-15). 

II. Tue INTERRUPTION (vs. 16-25). 
1. Jesus Walks upon the Sea (vs. 16-21). 
2. The Crowd Follows the Christ (vs. 22-25). 
III, THe INTERPRETATION (vs. 26-71). 
1. The Phases of the Discourse (vs. 26-59). 
(1) To the Crowd (vs. 26-40). 
(2) To the Jews (vs. 41-59). 

2. The Effects of the Discourse (vs. 60-71). 
fn Upom Professed Disciples (vs, 60-66). 
2) Upon the Chosen Twelve (vs; 67-71). 


The Topical Values 


_ 1. The necessities of life are bread and water. It 
is significant, therefore, that in this Gospel Jesus pre- 
sents himself as the Water of Life (v. 4), and as the 
Bread of Life (v. 6), whom to eat and to drink is 
never to want again (6:35; 4:14). He is the ful- 
filment of those Old Testament types, the Smitten 
Rock, and the Heavenly Manna, And in the final 
Vision, he appears again as both (Rev. 2:17; 22:17). 
_ 2. How fond Jesus was of mountains (5:15). Hav- 
ing come from above, he loved the heights. Their 
solitariness and strength were his sanctuary. Trace 
the mountains in our Lord’s life —the Horns of Hat- 
tin, Tabor, or Hermon, Olivet, and, at last, Calvary. 
‘ 3. A miracle is not suggested in ‘the form of the 
question put to Philip: “Whence shall we buy bread?” 
Did Jesus buy these loaves and fishes from the laddie? 
I think so, because we would not have taken them 
from him for nothing. Yet, though the event. began 
naturally, it ended supernaturally. 

4. If Philip had lived to-day, the government would 
employ him as Food-Controller. 

5. There is a lad here. It was a lovely day. The 
lake was reflecting the deep rich blue of the heavens 
above, and the plains and hills around and above the 
lake were bathed in, sunshine. What was the matter? 
A stream of people was seem to be moving from Ca- 
ep Bethsaf@a, and the contiguous ‘viJlages, towar 

he northeastern énd of the Jake. “What's up?” ask 
the wee boy who was making sandhills on the shore. 
“The new prophet is over there, we hear,” said the 
passersby. Up jumped the laddie, and ran to the house, 
“Mother, crowds of people are going off for the day 
to Bethsaida Julias to see and hear the new prophet. 
Can I go?” “Yes, my dear.” Away he went. It-was 
hot work tramping these miles under that sun,. an 

eager though he was, he sat down several times an 
refreshed himself out of his basket. “There they are!” 
he says to himself, as he catches sight of a great 
throng, and forward he runs into the midst of them. 
After he had feasted his eyes a while on the 
wonderful prophet, he felt again the pangs of hunger, 
and turned to his basket once more. As he was eat- 
ing his bread, to his great surprise, one of the prophet’s 
disciples. came up to him and asked how much lunch 
he had in his basket. Shyly and apprehensively he 
looked into it, and counted, “two, four, five scones; 
and one, two sardines.” The disciple returned to his 
Master, and said something (v. 9) ; then he returned and 
brought right into the center of this great scene the 
‘wee boy, now filled with confusion and wonder. Jesus 
spoke kindly to him, and the watching people then saw 
the boy hand Jesus his basket,-from which the prophet 
took all that remained. The disciples tell the people to 
recline on the green grass of the mountainside, in groups 
of fifty and a hundred. The boy sits down at 
Jesus’ feet, now beginning to feel that he was the 
hero of the day. Silence! A brief prayer. And 
then, taking first the loaves, and then the fishes, Jesus 
hands out supplies to each of the disciples, and they 
carry them to the astonished people, who eat ‘until 
they are satisfied to the utmost. The ~enthusiasm 
of the people knew no bounds. “The Prophet! 
The Prophet!” they cry. “Let us make him King!” 
But Jesus said a few words to his disciples and to the 
wee boy, and then wi ew. The disciples go down 
to the shore and push off. Many of the people also 
take boat, and the rest hasten home over the fields. 
I think that laddie ran all the way home, and 
when he arrived, what a story he had to tell his 
mother ! e spoke of it to the day of his death, and 
long after, toward the close of the first century, one 
of the disciples clearly remembered all the details 
and wrote about. them. 

Surely here is a lesson on the importance of the In- 
‘significant. Through all the ages God has been pleased 
to do his work by means of that which the world has 
regarded as relatively worthless. Jesse’s big sons are 
passed by, and the youngest and shyest is called to the 
throne.- A tent pin, a boy’s sling, a lad’s lunch are all 
made to serve the divine purpose. Will you, who think 
yourselves so incapable and insignificant, give the 
Master a chance to use you? 

6. In all that God does we may see order and econ- 
omy. Order, “make the men sit down” (see Mark 6: 
39, 40). Economy, “gather together the ‘fragments 
over and above, that nothing may be lost” (vs. 10, 12). 
Disorder and waste are the products of sin. 

7. Do you give thanks before you eat? Common de- 
cency might dictate such a course, if not human grati- 
tude, or religious. instinct. 


The Practical Aim 


It has been impossible to take into the exposition of 
this lesson the wonderful Discourse which Jesus de- 
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» Lesson for January 31 
John 6: 1-71 


livered, based on the Feeding of the Five Thousand 
‘ (vs. 26-58). But read and re-read, study and re-study 
‘it, for it is one of the profoundest of all his Discourses, 
‘The great message of it is that Christ, and Christ 
‘alone, is the Source and Sustainer of life. lf you 
‘would ever know what it is to be satisfied, you must 
feat that Bread (v. 35), and if you would ever know 
‘a hunger which is divine, you must keep on eating of 
Him (v. 56). } : 

Have you ever felt like the prodigal when he said, 
“I perish with hunger”? and if so, have you ever said, 
as he did, “I will arise and go to my father’? And 
if so, have you ever done what he did, who “arose and 
went”? There is Bread enough and to spare, and yet 
-you may die of starvation. How lamentable to perish 
within\sight of the Banqueting House! In your heart 
say tc Him now: - 

“Thou bruised and broken Bread, 
My life-long wants supply; 
As living souls are fed, 
Oh, feed me, or I die.” 


Final Word 

Solemnly do I tell you this: That, after reading this 
message of our Lord’s on the Bread of Life, you must 
either go back (v. 66) or go on (vs. 67, 68). Which 
is it to be? 

EpINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Professor Ellis, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. . Have you tried assign- 
ing some, of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see. whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


did the Mgster spend so.much of his time in 
Galilee? 
a. Why did such a multitude gather in this desert place? 
3- Who helped the Master feed the multitude? 


4 What Old Testament imstance can you recall, where 
God used a small thing in the hands of a boy? 


s. What other miracles can you name, in which Jesus 
made use of the service of man? 


6. In what way is this miracle associated with the first 
temptation of our Lord? 


7. What act of Jesus’, mentioned by Matthew though not 
by John, shows the key to his resistance to all temptation? 

8 What act of faith on the part of the disciples was re- 
quired by Christ? 

9. What reason have we for thinking that many more than 
five thousand were actually fed? 


20. In what sense was the feeding of the multitude a 
parable as well as a miracle? 


11. What principle of teaching did our Lord use? > 


zz, What bases did he build upon in impressing the 
lesson? 


33. What other verse in John is similar in import to the 
ene that man shall. not live by bread alone? 


' ag. Why did the Jews and some of his disciples not learn 
the lesson he was aiming to teach if they had the apper- 
ceptive basis for it? o 

What evidence can you cite that this was the greatest 
of the “signs” recorded by John? 


x6. What lessons for everyday living can we find in 
Jesus’ example in this miracle? 


17. What is the main difference between the miracle of 
the loaves and fishes, and the miracle of the germination 
and fruitage of a grain of wheat? 


18, What is our Lord saying to his disciples of to-day 
“to prove them,” as he did Philip? , 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law or APPERCEPTION.—AIll new knowl- 
edge and experience are appropriated and inter- 
preted through knowledge and experience already 
acquired. 











LTHOUGH we see here that our Lord ministered 

to a human feed, it is evident that his concern 
was not merely to meet that particular. need, for that 
need was not the deepest need of human life, and none 
knew better than he that man cannot live by bread 
alone. Indeed, this was the lesson that he immediately 
taught them when the multitude again sought him 
out after the miracle: “Work not for the food which 
perisheth, but for the food which abideth unto eternal 
life, which the Son of man shall give unto you.” And 
here we see the Master Teacher making use of the 
miracle which they had just experienced as a vehicle 
to convey to them the greater truth which he had come 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may had from The Sunday Schoot Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
. a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


First Quarter 
1. January 3.—The Son of God Becomes Man...John 1 ; 1-18 
2. January 10.—Five. Men Believe on Jesus ....John 1 : 19-51 


3. January 17.—Jesus and Nicodemus 
John 3: 1-17; 7 : 4552; 19 : 38-42 
4. January 24.—Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 
~ John 4: 1-42 
5. January 31.—Jesus Feeds Five Thousand Men, - John 6 : 1-71 
6. February 7.—Jesus Heals and Saves a Blind Man 
John 9: 1-41 
7: February 14.—Jesus the Good Shepherd ..John 10: 1-30 
8. February 21.—Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 
John 11:1 to 12:11 
9. February 28.—Jesus Teaches Respect for Law 
(Temperance Lesson.) .......seeeees Matthew 22: 15-22 
10. March 7.—Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet, John 13 : 1-17 
11. March 14.—Last Words of Jesus with His Disciples 
John, chapters 14 to 17 
12. March 21.—Jesus Dies and Rises from the Dead 
John 18:1 to 20:23 
13. March 28.—Review: The Gospel of John 








to bring, and thus utilizing the principle of teaching 
which in some form is basic to all good -teaching. 
When they turned naturally in thought to the story, 
so familiar to them, of the manna which fed their 
fathers in the. wilderness, he follows them into a 
teaching about the true Bread ffom Heaven, builded 
upon their knowledge of the perishing bread which 
was indeed Heaven-sent also to sustain the life of the 
body ; but here is a Heaven-sent Bread enduring unto life 
eternal, “But the Jews failed either. deliberately or 


ignorantly to apperceive the lesson he would teach . 


them, and murmured and disputed as to how he could 
give them his flesh to eat, and as to how he, the son 
of Joseph, could say he came down from. Heaven. 
He hed already, told them that the work of God was 
to belfeve on the one whom he had sent, thus by faith 
feeding upon the living Bread, and receiving life etéf- 
nal instead of the temporal and temporary kind of 


life which at last left their fathers dead in, the wil- 


derness, 

But even to some of his disciples this proved a hard 
saying; they were willing to follow a king who could 
feed them, but cared little for a Saviour who would 
give his flesh for the life of the world, This is but 
another way of reporting that they were unwilling to 
learn the lesson which he was patiently presenting to 
them on the basis of the miracle of feéding which 
they had experienced. All of which means thzt the 
possession of the apperceptive basis does not insure 
the learning of ‘the lesson. The great Teacher later 
said, “If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know.” 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


bed 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway’ 


The Annual Miracle.—This he said to prove him: 
for he himself knew what he would do (v. 6). An- 


‘other illustration of the humanness of Jesus. What 


business man, knowing exactly what he intends to do, 
does not every now and then “prove” some of these he 
has around him? Especially those fellows upon whom 
he has his eye as some day to take over and run the 
business when he is done. Remember that old “Penn- 
sylvania Dutchman/’ I told you about some time ago? 
He was buying machinery from us to start his son 
in business with a creamery. “I don’t tink he make 
oud very well,” he said. “Then why buy all this 
machinery, Mr. Niewig?” we asked. “I vants to see 
vot he would do if I vas dead,” was the reply. How 
do you know but some of the “fool things” which dad 
asks you to do sometimes are not just to “prove” you? 
If you ever come across the story of the “Go Getter” 
do not fail to read it. Old Cappy Ricks was proving 
out the “if-you-can-drive-a-nail-in-it-we’ve-got-it” lum- 
ber salesman with a view of making him manager of 
his China branch. Jesus’ whole three years’ ministry 
was largely one. of teaching and proving and getting 
his disciples ready to take hold carry on the work 
—“my Father’s business” — after he had gone back 
home (Luke 2:49). Evening and night coming down 
and five thousand to feed and neither funds nor food}! 
Nothing to eat, even had there been money to buy. It 
was certainly a baffling proposition. But nothing is 
ever too hard for Heaven. He who could command 
wine from water could also make a sufficient supply 
of bread from the ridiculously inadequate amount avail- 
able. “He knew what he would do.” Is anything too 
hard for God? Why, here im old Chester Valley, God 
year after year is multiplying bread from clouds and 
sunshine, only it is not necessary to speed up the pro- 
cess as in this emergency. 


The Country Boy.—There is a lad here (v. 9). Last 
Sunday Professor Johnson of Lincoln University 
spoke to the boys and girls at Rock Run Sunday-school, 
and the above was his text. “The boy who helped 
Jesus.” Here are the “bones” of a good talk for you: 
A boy can help Jesus by calling down other boys 
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when they, “cuss” and use bad talk. A boy can help 
Jesus when he tells the truth and stands for the truth. 
A boy can help Jesus when he helps the other fellow. 
So now you have a good lesson for that class of 
boys (or girls) to-day, and all from Professor John- 
son. With the “bones” thus provided it is a poor 
teacher who cannot put on the “flesh.” If you do not 
know some “cussers” and liars and do-nothings, the 
members of your class do, and they will help you to 
get down to facts, While Jesus knew what he would 
do, as we found in the first paragraph, he must have 
the help of this boy (1 Cor. 3:9). This was a coun- 
try boy. No city boy has to carry a lunch. He buys 
it from the ever convenient lunch stand, I have noted 
city boys fishing at the docks and from bridges, but I do 
not remember ever seeing anything that looked like 
a lunch. But we country boys used to take soda 
crackers and “blind robins,” the latter being a small 
smoked herring. I have always thought this is what 
this boy had, only his crackers (loaves) were prob- 
ably circular instead of square. And I want to say 
right here, soda crackers and smoked herring make 
a mighty appetizing lunch to this very day. Could 
eat some right now!. And it was this good lunch the 
boy, through the hands of Jesus, was able to give to 
the great company spread out like flower beds that 
balmy spring evening on the shore of Galilee. 


The Annual Miracle.—They said, This is of a truth 
the prophet (v. 14). Five loaves, two fishes, five 
thousand fed, and twelve big basketfuls of fragments 
remaining! It certainly was an amazing experience. 
Small wonder they recognized that an extraordinary 
personage had been speaking to them and for want 
of a better name they catled him a prophet. In their 
thought, however, a prophet was one who foretold the 
future, even though Jesus had not been doing ‘that. 
They probably remembered Elijah .and Elisha, the 
great miracle working prophets. Undoubtedly the 
multiplying cruse of oil and barrel of meal of the 
widow of Zarephath was much referred to as the great 
event of the day was discussed (1 Kings 17:16). In 
Christ’s day, as in some pons 2 in this day, the cho 
pr $34 thg. bread problem everywhere yon 
the Valley. Egypt was to Europe then as Amer- 
ica is now. England’s wonderful navy is to keep 
the sea open for America’s ships. Close the sea and 
Europe goes hungry. The miracle of the “prophet” is 
performed on the broad acres of America, North and 
South, the only difference being a matter of time. The 
invisible God is multiplying the bread just as certainly 
in the hands of mother nature out here in lovely Ches- 
ter Valley and Lancaster County as he did that day 
by lovely Galilee in the hands of his Son. Yes, in- 
deed, professor, the miracle of the ever recurring seed- 
time and harvest gives to you the laugh in the sleeve 
of every thoughtful farmer boy who sits ‘under you. 
Why, bless your good old heart, you know you cannot 
even tell us what that thing is which. locks itself in 
the grain of wheat or corn and ‘which answers to 
heaven’s warmth and heaven’s moisture and which for 
want of a better name we call “life.” That mysteri- 
ous thing with. which we can do nothing but take — 
never, never give. Yes, that same Prophet is still in 
his world multiplying the bread and the fishes. 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


L.3 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But’ readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ouptainiog the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated im the lessen list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 





Poor Food— And Pure Food.—I am the bread 
of life (Golden Text). Did ng: ever notice what the 
unconverted man lives on? In Hosea he feeds on the 
east wind; not very satisfying. In Proverbs -he feeds 
on foolishness; not be substantial. In Luke 15 he 
feeds on husks; and in Isaiah 44 on ashes. Come and 
partake of the bread of life, O sinner.—From the Rec- 
ord of Christian Work. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Nor- 
bury, London, Eng., and Emma Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


First Century Scenes Re-enacted.—And a great 
multitude followed him (v. 2). The following is a 
paragraph from a letter sent broadcast a few weeks 
ago by the Russia Evangelization Society, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City: “There is so much work 
to be done by the Lord for the Lord in Europe that 
a human heart soon realizes that only prayer.can ac- 
complish what is needed. Did you ever see a mission 
field where the people hungrily pull the missionary 
into their homes and will not let him go? Do you 
know of a country where whole villages come out in 
the street and demand that the missionary preach to 
them, and where the people of the next village come 
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to take him away before he has finished 
preaching in the first village? Here the 
spiritual hunger of the people meets the 
missionary more than half way. He 
says to them: ‘I am hungry; I am tired; 
I must sleep.’ Their reply is: ‘You did 
not come-here to eat and sleep. You came 
to preach!’”—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs, H. M. Werntz, 
Murrysville, Pa. 


Charlie’s Chapel.—There is a lad here 
(v. 9). A minister who went to preach 
in a northern village, on his arrival asked 
to be driven to Ebenezer Chapel. The 
driver said: “Ebenezer? Oh, you mean 
little Charlie’s Chapel, don’t you?” “No, 
I mean Ebenezer.” “Oh,” replied the 
cabman, “we always call it Little Charlie’s 
Chapel Charlie laid the fvyndation- 
stone.” The fact is, the people wanted a 
new chapel; but as they were poor and 
materials dear, they gave up the scheme. 
But a day or two afterward a little boy 
came up to the minister’s door and rang 
the bell. The minister himself answered 
the ring, and found Charlie himself with 
six bricks in his toy wheelbarrow. The 
lad flushed up and said: “I heard that you 
had given up the idea of a new chapel, so 
I brought you these six new bricks that 
a builder gave me to start with.” The 
minister called a meeting of the people, 
related the incident, and it had such a 
powerful effect upon them that hope took 
the place of despondency, and now there 
stands a chapel costing £5,000 —the re- 
sult of Charlie’s example.—From the Sim- 
day School Chronicle. Sent by W..R. 
Clark, Redruth, Eng. Prize illustration, 


John Wilkinson’s Assurance.—Thicy 
were filled (v. 12). This sity is told 
of the Rev. John Wilkinson and his Mild- 
may Mission to the Jews: On one occa- 
sion two American gentlemen sat at Mr. 
Wilkinson’s breakfast table and noted his 
opening of letters which brought God’s 
supply for the day. “This is all very 
well so far,” said one, “but what would 
you do, Mr. Wilkinson, if one morning 
the expected supply did not come?” He 
answered, “That can only happen, sir, 
when God dies."—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by W. R. Clark, Redruth, 
Eng. 


Sweetened Lives.--That ye believe (v. 
20). A little girl sat at the tea-table 
alternately stirring and sipping her tea. 
Presently, with tears of disappointment 
in her eyes, she exclaimed, “Mother, it 
won’t come sweet.” Then the mother 
realized she had forgotten to put sugar 
into it. This done, the sugar itself did 
the rest. No amount of trying, or “stir- 
ring” will make our lives sweet ; but when 
we let Jesus enter and take possession of 
our hearts, he makes them pure and sweet. 
Sweetness of life is sible through the 
indwelling Christ—From the Christian. 
Sent by W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lanca- 
shire, Eng. 


One of Two Attitudes.—Our fathers 
did cat manna in the desert; Jesus said 
unto them, I am the bread of life (vs. 3°, 
35). Manna lay all around the tents of 
Israel. An Israelite could not stir from 
his tent without doing one of two things 
—he must either gather the manna, or 
trample upon it. Every man is doing one 
of these two things to Christ “the living 
bread."—From F. Whitfield. Sent by 
M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for thy loving provision for 
our needs. Thou knowest our deepest needs 
before we can even breathe them to thee in 
prayer. Thou dost ever overwhelm us with 
thy goodness, and we thank thee to-day for 
the assutance of thy continued care and lov- 
ingkindness, Forgive our doubts, our fears, 
our misunderstanding of thy purposes and 
thy power. Grant, we pray thee, that our 
love to thee may not be dependent upon the 
things that we derive from thy goodness, but 
that we may love thee because of what thou 
art. Lead us, we pray thee, into a deeper 
appreciation of that which thou dost offer us 
in spiritual things. In thy dear name we 
pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It is a great thing 
for every one of us when we come to 
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understand that it is not our effort, -but 
God’s lovingkindness that meets our deep- 
est needs. Oh, yes, all of us must work, 
—and it is good that we have to. But 
the Lord Jesus is again and again testing 
us just as he did Philip. It is as though 
he were often saying to us, “Here is a 
problem for you. What are you going 
to do about it?’ And we answer, in a 
wondering fashion, “Well, we don’t know 
what to do. What is there to do, any- 
way?” Then the Lord Jesus goes on 
with his plan which he had in mind all 
the time. He knew what he would do; 
and what he wanted to have us say to 
him at such times was, “Lord, thou know- 
est; I trust thee. Tell me what part 
thou wouldest have me take in this, if 
any.” Have you a hard test coming in 
school? Have you a problem in business 
that looks pretty hard to you? Is there 
something in the household that looms 
up like a steep hill before you? Trust 
the Lord Jesus! He knows what he will 
do! Let us pray. 





JESUS 


THE iene, OF LIFE 


IS HE YOURS? 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Jesus is all the world ¢o me.” 
“Power in the blood.’ 

“Ive found a friend,” 

“Trust and obey.” 

“There is 2 fountain.” 

“God will take care of you.” 

“All hail the power of Jesus’ name.” 


.~ (Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and. numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“Grace and Loving-kindness” (44 : 1-3). 


Psalm 23 : 1-6. 
“His Mercy Doth Endure” (278 : 1-3). 


Psalm 136 : 1-4, 25, 26, 
“Praise Waiteth for Thee” (136 : 1-3)? 


Psalm 65 : 9-13. 
“We Shall Be Satisfied” (137 : 1-3). 


Psalm 65 : 1-4. 








For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


IND how many of the class remember 

where we left the Master last week. 
Tell them that he remained in Samaria 
two days, helping and teaching the peo- 
ple of “that country. Leaving Samaria 
he continued on his journey up into-Gal- 
ile. He was a long time in Galilee. 
He was fond of staying there because he 
could do more for the people of that 
country because the Galileans “received 
hin.” Soon after he reached Galilee,-a 
man came to him in distress. This man’s 
little boy was so sick that the doctors 
could not help him. He was about to 
die and the Master just spoke a word 
and the little fellow began to get well. 

After a long while Jesus went to Je- 
rusalem and found a man who had not 
been able to walk for thirty-eight years. 
He healed the man but did not linger long 
in Jerusalem, so was soon back in Galilee, 
teaching and healing and helping the peo- 
ple — just as busy as he could be. The 
Lord Jesus just loved to do these won- 
derful things because he loved the people 
so. 

One day the disciples came and told 
the Master that the sinful Herod had 
killed John, the herald of the Lord Jesus. 
The Master told the disciples to go with 
him to a quiet place and rest a while. 
They crossed the lake in a little boat, 
but a crowd of people who probably 
were on their way to Jerusalem to the 
Passover saw the Lord Jesus and his dis- 
ciples enter the boat and they went an- 
other way and were waiting for the voy- 
agers on the northern side ef the lake, 
It made the Master feel very sad when 
he looked on these people, for many of 
them: were unhappy and many were sick. 

He forgot that he was weary when he 
saw these needy creatures, and he healed 
their sick and taught them the way of 
life. These people had never known such 
a kind, thoughtful, powerful friend, and 
they stayed with him all day without any 
dinner. The disciples thought it best to 
send them away, but the Master would 
not send them away hungry, so he asked 
if any one there had anything to eat. 

No one-had a lunch except one little boy, 
who had brought along five little. loaves 
of barley bread and two small fishes. 
That was enough for one hungry boy, 
but there were five thouand hungry men, 
besides women and children. 

The Lord Jesus sent and asked for 





DEDICATED TO M.M‘H.H, 


Whole wheat bread 
made from the 
"firest of the wheat” 


The sincere " 
milk of the Word 


















, 3 Bea ais 


ee (OF (7- 
SERVICE TABLE, DHOTE “star 


TT], 


ERVICE.A LACARTE 






Jo Jo Te Lorn’s 
DAY MINISTRY 


“Epaphras--who /s 
for youa faithful 
' “minister of Christ.” 








The faithful minister of Christ knows nothing of “service a la carte” © 


JANUARY 16, 1926 


the little boy’s lunch. Ask the class if 
the Master asked too much. This little 
fellow did not think so, for he gave every 
bit of it. Then the Master, holding the 
loaves and fishes in his hand, gave thanks 
for them, and began to break them and 
to give them to his disciples to pass on 
to the people who were seated in rows 
on the grassy hillside. As the Master 
broke the loaves and- fishes they were 
multiplied, and everywhere people were 
eating, and soon every one was fed. Per- 
haps of all that crowd, the person who 
enjoyed most the incident was the little 
boy who gave his lunch to the Master. - 
Sing or repeat some lines of the con- 

secration hymn: 

Take my life and let it be 

Consecrated, Lord, to thee. 


Cuinton, S. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Jesus is enough for all our needs. 


2. Jesus needs you in the giving of 
himself as “the bread of life.” 

















“N EED me? Oh, no, Miss "eI 
need you [or the class, or the les- 
son, as the case may be], but how can you 
need me?” Have you ever met oad a 
reply from some girl of yours from whom 
you were seeking deeper consecration to 
the service of Christ? Perhaps the mest 
needed lesson for our girls in this story 
of the greatest of all the “signs” done by . 
our Lord before his resurrection is just 
this—that though he was all-sufficient 
for the need of that great crowd by the 
lakeside that day, he needed the service 
of every one of those twelve most ordi- 
nary disciples of his in the giving of him- 
self to meet that need. Let us see if we 
can_trace this thought through the story 
as John tells it: 


1. Ask your girls to find (from the 
text) who it was that first recognized the 
need of all those thousands for bread, 
who alone had the eyes to see their need 
and the heart to move with compassion 
to meet it. Every one else in that crowd 
was thinking of himself, of his own need 
or desire to get nearer to Jesus. Jesus 
alone. had leisure from himself to be 
thinking altogether of that multitude who 
had followed him as sheep without a 
shepherd —leaderless, and hungrier than 
they themselves knew for both kinds of 
bread, that for the tired body and. that 
for the perishing soul. It was Jesus who 
first broached the subject of feeding that 
crowd, who dared to suggest, through that 
question to Philip, that such a stupendous 
thing ought to be done, and could be done. 
But John says plainly that his question 
was asked for Philip’s sake, for he knew 
himself to be sufficient for the need. How 
sufficient was he? He not only supplied 
food ih abundance for every waiting per- 
son among those thousands, but he had 
ready above that utmost need twelve bas- 
ketfuls of the pieces, broken for distri- 
bution, rernaining over for those who had 
just eaten their fill There is no need of 
any one of your girls that Christ cannot 
supply, with abundant resources beyond 
her possible call. Do they know this — 
realize this? Are they testing it — him 
— daily, in every time and case of need? 

2. But help them also to trace how truly 
even this all-sufficient One needed those 
friends of his im feeding the thousands he 
stood ready to supply. Beginning with 
that little lad whose forgotten lunch was 
wholly surrendered to service, name and 
nuniber the ones whom he pressed into 
service that day. His was the plan, his 
the power to supply the need, but they 
must do the acttal passing on of his sup- 
gly to those who were waiting for it. 

Give ye them to eat” would have been 
absolutely impossible without him, but 
neither could he (having chosen to empty 
himself of his deity for the limitations 
of our human frame) have fed those 
people without the service of that child 
and those twelve men. 

Has he not to-day chosen that the pass- 
ing on of himself to meet the need of the 
world shall depend upon the devotion to 
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him in that, service of us who are just as 
unable to meet that need as were Philip 
and Andrew to feed that Passover crowd 
so long ago? Are your girls so serving? 
Home Study 

What other miracles of Jesus can you 
name in’ which he made actual use of the 
service of mere ordinary ‘mortals, like us? 

Decatur, Ga, 

we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: That lad. 

Discussion: Who and what are the bid- 
ders for your investment of life in earth’s 
market? 

Objective: 


Investigate God’s proposi- 
tion first. 














SAY, fellows, a story has been written 
by 'F rederick Hall about that lad who 
played such an important role in the mir- 
acle of the loaves and fishes. It tells 
how the boy reported the exciting inci- 
dent to his mother when he returned home 
that evening about sunset. When, with 
eyés still big with the wonder of it all, 
he had told how his five barley cakes and 
two dried lake fish had increased in the 
Master’s hands until the vast crowd had 
been fed to a sufficiency, he added, “I 
wonder, mother, if it would be that way 
with everything you gave him?” 
And right there is the milk in the-coco- 
nut, fellows. The answer is: “It would.” 
It is the great lesson Jesus was teach- 
ing by the side ofthe lake that day. 
You may search the world over and you 
will find no place to “buy while thy purse 
yet swells with golden youth” offering 
such rich returns on the investment as 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts-Telling Bible Stories” 
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Jesus offers. Every fellow has values 
to invest. If he thinks they are large, 
he, of coarse, wants the soundest securi- 
ties; if he thinks they are small, all the 
more need to place them where the maxi- 
mum returns can be had. Jesus is the 
answer to both. If a fellow could early | 
catch the vision that life is for investment | 
and not for thoughtless spending, he would 
be well on the way to real success. It 
does not especially matter how much life 
or what kind you have: whether rich or 
poor, sick or well, college or grammar 
schoo], The thing that matters is what 
you do with it. Here’s a two-bushel sack 
of wheat, and here’s a hatful. The first 
is ground up into food and eaten; the 
hatful is sown to the field. The hatful 
becomes many bushels of wheat, but the 
two bushels have long ago been consumed 
and forgotten. The lesser became the 
og because of what was done with 
doth. 

The boy doubtless wanted to eat his 
lunch that day by the sea, but he sur- 
rendered it for the Master’s use. Re- 
sult: he saw-a glorious and happy in- 
crease, a great multitude fed, and had 
more than he coud eat besides. You 
cannot outgive Jesus. He is’ the great 
Giver. You cannot outlove Jesus. He 
is the great Lover. You cannot outspend 
Jesus. He is the great Producer. 

Try the lad’s program, fellows. Make 
a test of Jesus. You can’t lose. His 
word for it, you will win. “Whosoever 
will save his - life shall lose it: but who- 
soever will lose his life for my sake, the 
same shall save it” (Luke 9: 24). “And 
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord 
of hosts, if I will not open you the win- 
dows of heaven, and pour you out a bless- 
ing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it” (Mal. 3:10). 

Greensporo, N. C, 


te 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the Lesson of January 24) 


1. He loved the Samaritans and did not 
wish to shun them, and the “needs must” 
shows he was led by the Holy Spirit. 


2. To rest his own weary body and to offer 
the water of life to a woman weary of sin. 


3. “Jesus therefore, being wearied with his 
journey,” says John. His body was sustained 
by no supernatural strength from the ordi- 
nary fatigues and needs of our own— “he 
knows the way we take.” 


4- “IT have meat to eat that ye know not 

- . my meat is to do the will of him that 

sent me, and to accomplish his work” (John 

4 + 32-34). Real hunger and thirst and bodily 

weariness can be forgotten in service and fel- 
lowship with God, the Father of: our spirits. 


5. Not only that true worship is of the 
spirit and “in truth,” rather than in place 
and form, but that the Father “doth seek’’ 
such worshipers — that God longs for the fel- 
lowship and communion he offers us through 
worship. Worship then is not alone for our 
sakes, but for his whom we worship, that we, 
his creatures, may bring joy to his heart. 
=, precious does this make all true wor- 
ship 

6. That he was the long-expected Messiah, 
the Christ, “I that speak unto thee am he.” 
Did he ever speak so plainly again until he 
stood before Pilate? 


7. He used the present conditions, and got 
the point of contact for his message. 


8. He taught one person, he used natural 
phenomena to convey spiritual truth, he gave 
the same teaching of the need of the Holy 
Spirit and himself for every life. 


9. Here a wicked Samaritan woman, in con- 
trast with a respectable Jewish leader who 
sought out Jesus, came unexpectedly upon 
him and treated discourteously a very sim- 
ple request instead of paying him a compli- 
ment as Nicodemus. But she was more read- 
ily converted. and -led others. to Christ, 
whereas Nicodemus at best became but a 
secret disciple. 


10. That the message of salvation ‘in Christ 
is for all conditions of men and women, and 
without discouragement by untoward condi- 
tions should be presented to individual souls 
everywhere. 

11. The Samaritans, in numbers, declared 
their full faith in him as “the Saviour of the 
world,” and after his ascension Philip found 
in them ready listeners to the full story of 
salvation through a risen Saviour (Acts 8: 
5; 6),—and ‘this on the teaching of Jesus 
alone. There is no hint in John’s record of 
any miracles worked among them, only of 
what they had “heard for themselves.” 

12, We are made more efficient (Heb. 13 : 20, 
21). 


13. To so witness to what Christ has done 


| for us, that others may be induced to inves- 
nor him for themselves (John 4: 42). 


. The woman knew the prophecies and be- 
lieved them, yet was living in sin. 
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| Children at Home 











When the Tom-Tom Beat 
By Mary Ritchie Ward 


OOM-BOOM, _ boom-boom, 

boom, burr-r-r-rm! 

Over and over again the boys had 
heard that drumming sounfi. 

“Whatever can it be?’ asked Jack, 

“Drums,” replied Donald. 

“Drums, of course,” said Jack, “but 
who ever would be drumming away off 
there in the woods where nobody lives?” 

“Mightn’t it be Indians?” suggested 
Jimmie, round-eyed at the very thought. 

“It does sound exactly like an Indian 
tom-tom,” said Donald, 

“My dad was telling us just last night 
that the Indians from the north woods ‘do 
come this far south sometimes during the 
berry season,” said Jack. 

- “Oh, let’s go and see them,” suggested 
Donald. “Why, I. don’t believe I’ve ever 
seen an Indian outside of a show in all 
my life.” 

“Let’s do,” agreed Jimmie eagerly. 

“You don’t want to £0, Jimmie,” said 
Donald — he was Jimmie’s older brother, 
— “why, you'd be so scared if you should 
see an Indian that —” 

“IT wouldn’t be a bit scared,” cried 
Jimmie stoutly, “not the least tiny bit. 
And anyhow, these Indiays aren’t wild at 
all. , They're every bit as tame as we 
are.’ 

he that the other boys laughed. 

“We' re going to run all the way,” 
Jack, 
with us,’ 

.Jimmie sighed. He felt very sure that 
he could run as fast as either of the 
others) He was less than two years 
younger than they were and yet they 
seemed to consider him a baby. 

When they went to ask permission to 
go into the woods the bigger boys still 
objected to having Jimmie in the party. 

“But I want to see the Indian drum- 
mer,” said the small boy wistfully. 

“Then, why not?” said his father. 

“Could I go alone?” cried Jimmie, 

“The woods are perfectly safe,” was the 
reply, “quite as safe for boys who are 
six as for those who are eight. If you 
will just remember that the stream flows 
toward the camp, you can always find 
your way back. A chip or a few leaves 
thrown into the water will make a safe 
oe for you at any time.” 

So Jimmie set off not far behind the 
others, feeling quite like an adventurer. 
e woods were dark in places, but 
he was not the least bit afraid. 

He scratched his legs once or twice 
as he pushed through the underbrush, 
but that was the only mishap that befell 
him as he pushed his way steadily toward 
the drumming sound. 

Boom-boom, boom-boom, boom-boom, 
burr-r-r-r-rm! 

“Sounds like a. million. drums,” said 
Jimmie, “well—like two. or three any- 
how.” 

Strange that he hadn’t seen the other 
boys. Where could they be, he wondered, 

“The tom-tom beater will be sitting 
close to a-camp fire,” thought Jimmie, 
“with all the other Indians in a circle 
about him. My, how I hope‘ that there’ll 
be just lots and lots-of them, in buck- 
skins, feathers, war-paint and all!” 

With that he parted the hazel bushes 
just behind the spot from which the drum- 
ing sounded. - 

Jimmie gave one gasp and his mouth 
hung open in- astonishment. 

Breathless he watched what seemed to 
him the strangest sight that he had ever 
seen. All at once he burst into a shout 
of laughter. He just couldn’t help it. 

At that something -whirred right past 
his head, 

“Whoop-ee!” cried Jimmie. 

And then with a wild yell, the two 
older boys came hurtling out of a small 
cave close by and dashed off toward the 


boom- 
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camp. Through the woods they tore. 
After them ran Jimmie. 

When he reached the cabins in the 
clearing, he heard the otHers telling ex- 
citedly how “little Jimmie” had been at- 
tacked by the Indians who had shot ‘a 
lot of arrows right at him. 

“Here is Jimmie now,” spoke his father, 
“and I see no signs of serious injury. 
How about it, son?” 

“Aw, there weren't any Indians after 
all,” said Jimmie, “it was just a big bird 
perched high in an old stump that made 
all that noise with its wings somehow.” 

“A partridge, most likely,” laughed his 
father. 

“Whatever he was, he shook himself 
until I thought he’d fly to pieces. I never 
saw anything so funny,” said Jimmie. 

“But the arrows,” cried Donald. 

“We heard them whiz right past us,” 
insisted Jack. 

“What you heard was the bird flying 

off,” said Jimmie, “see, here’s a feather 
that dropped.” 

“But say, boys,” he cried, “why did you 
stay hidden in that cave? ,Why didn’t 

you come out and see the fun?” 


“Why,” said Donald slowly, “why — 
because —” 
“Say, Jim,” interrupted Jack hastily, 


“won't you go berrying with us to-mor- 
row?” 

“Sure, Jim, we want you to,” 
Donald. 

The little boy feushed. He knew that 
all at once he’d grown up. They’d called 


urged 


him Jim, 

“Well, maybe,” said he with a fine 
new independence, “anyhow, I'll think 
about it.” 


BERKELEY, CAL, 





| Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother’ . 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1632“ 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
im The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
im these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I feel I must let you 
know how greatly I appreciate your column 
in The Sunday School Times, and wonder if 
you would devote a small space in it to 
clearing up one of my worries. I find my self 
completely in agreement with your views‘ on 
dances, theaters, cinemas, and the like, and 
congratulate you on your boldness in de- 
nouncing these evils. I only wish there were 
more like you on this side of ‘the water. 

I fully realize the degrading influences of 
smoking (which in so many cases leads to 
drinking), but I find that a cigarette is the 
only thing that eases my asthma. Am I right 
in continuing to make use of this remedy? 
A frank answer would greatly oblige. My 
best boy friend strongly advises my not giv- 
ing it up, but I feel (alas) that his influence 
is not always for the best, as he occasionally 
attends the cinemas and only last week he 
tried to persuade me to go with him to the 
cinematograph reproduction of climbing Mt, 
Everest. From your loving and anxious 
DAUGHTER, 


Y DEAR DAUGHTER: Thank you 

/for your encouragement. find as 
I read your letter that the Holy Spirit 
has spoken to you ere you wrote to me. 
The very fact that you are disturbed by 
the question is proof that you are not 
pleasing the dear Lord. Condemnation is 
a blessing when we persist in going our 
own way. No doubt the habit of smok- 
ing is growing on you, and the adversary 
would like to make you think that the 
necessity of it for your comfort will ex- 
cusé you for its use. Now if the weed 
is effectual to quiet the trouble, you will 
find many things that you can burn that 
will lessem the aggravation. You will 
not have to smoke any of them, but just 
let them burn in the room. I believe any 
doctor will bear out my opinion from a 
medical standpoint, that your theory is 
false, and that there is no help in smok- 
ing that could not come from some other 
remedy, 

Your influence is greatly lessened, and 
you are weakened as a Christian to fool 
with a tool of the Devil. He is so adroit 
that he will make you believe his way if 
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he can, and I am sure when you. decide 
(for you will, I know) to lay aside this 
practise, you will find what a hold. it’ has 
had upon you, and how it has interfered 
with your growth in the Lord, We can- 
not afford. to have anything to do with 
anything that is of the Devil, We must 
keep ourselves “unspotted from_ the 
world.” Count the cost, and let the Devil 
know, if you suffer physically from the 
change, that you will do anything to glo- 
rify the one you love supremely. Get 
your victory at whatever cost you ‘must 
pay, but get it! In the Lord! And _ for 
Him! And oh, how it will pay! Into 
your soul there will flow a sweetness that 
can never come your way in any other 
manner. P 

Now as to this asthma suffering. Have 
you taken it to the Lord in a definite man- 
ner, and asked for leading as to what 
you shall do for it? He is the Great 
Physician, and he knows how to answer 
when we call upon him. Go to him with 
confidence, and in faith believing, and 
trust him to show you and to lead you 
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‘with this trouble, and you will find he}. 


will “work,” as no human agency will 
or can, He may use the agency, and he 
may not, but you can afford to let him 
have his way. in your life with your body, 
which is “the temple of God,” ‘and what- 
ever his will, enjoy it as from his hand! 

Your “best boy friend” must be as all 
men are, under the stronger influence of 
the woman, Pray and work for the high- 
est influences for the Lord! Your home 
will reach up to what you make it in 
your standard for righteousness! 


Have you, as a soul-winner, ever pray- 
erfully, quietly, and thoroughly gone 
over the whole Bible teaching on Sal- 
vation? Lewis Sperry Chafer’s book 
“Salvation” does that in @ way you will 
be deeply interested to traverse with this 
Bible teacher of rare spiritual insight. 
(The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
hye Street, Philadelphia, $1, post- 
paid. 











With the New Books| 


Moments With God. By Walter E. 
Schuette. (Lutheran Book Concern, Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, 75 cents.) This prettily 
bound little book is intended to be an 
aid to the devotional life throughout the 
year. For each day there is a suggested 
Bible reading, a text, and a prayer. These 
prayers are deeply spiritual, beautifully 
expressed, and true to the great verities 
of the faith, although many will not care 
to adopt the written prayers except per- 
haps as they give expression and direction 
to one’s own devotions. 


Mounting Up With Wings. By North- 
cote Deck. (The Sunday School Times 
Co., Philadelphia, $1.25.) This sug- 
gestive title is one of the chapters in a 
beautiful devotional book by the earnest- 
hearted missionary to the Solomon Is- 
lands. In burning words and vivid de- 
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The Sunday School Transformed 


By Louis Entzminger 


A book by a man who has been the ‘means of increasing the attendance in 100 
Sunday-schools by 150% — total gain in permanent attendance — over 30,000 


Here is the story of Mr. Entzminger’s plan, includiag a 


system of records and a method of work. that enourages every 
member and pupil to (1) attend regularly; (2) be on time; (3) bring Bible ; (4) bring offering; (5) bring other pupils; 
Sia i Christ— Jt works—for small schools, or large. 

me that will repay every superintendent many times over. Fully illustrated, 180 pages, $1.50. 











Hand-Work in the Sunday School 

By the Rev. Milton S, Littlefield. A 
manual of methods for the use of note- 
books, sand table, map coloring, and other 
activities in the Sunday-school. o illus- 
trations. $1.50. 











Bible Alphabets and Memory Work 

Compiled by Alan S. Pearce. A collection 
of drills for use in the home, Sunday-school 
departments, superintendent’s platform ~ drill, 
Bible classes, devotion periods, prayer-meet- 
ings, summer Bible schools, and religious 
day schools. 2§ cents. 


Our Primary Department 

By William D. Murray. A little book which 
tells the story of what has actudily been 
done in one Primary Department to teach 
God’s Word to the children. 75 cents. 


Happy Hours for the Boys and Girls 

By the Rev. D. E. Lewis.» A book for all 
who have wanted to teach children and young 
people by means of blackboard or slate work, 
and who have never had access to plain and 
easily workable suggestions for such teach- 
ing. Illustrated with diagrams. go cents. - 


Five Hundred Bible Story 
Questions and Answers 

By Samuel Scoville, Jr. Questions of real 
value for home and class study in bringing 
out some of the lesser known incidents of the 
Old Testament. 50 cents. 





Boy-Talks 

By Philip E. Howard. Just the sort of 
straight little talks that a man can have 
with the boys he knows best. For parents 
to put into the hands of boys, or for pas- 
tors or other speakers for use in talking 
with boys. $1.50. 











The “HOW” Book 

. How to reach, hold, and teach men, and 
how it has been done. By Marshall A. Hud- 
son, Founder and President of the World’s 
Baraca Bible Class Union. A book for adult 
Bible classes. 75 cents. 


The Philathea Bible Class 

By Marshall A. Hudson. What it means, 
how it works, the secret service, constitution, 
and the teacher, are all set forth in an in- 
teresting and instructive way. Every leader 
of organized work among young women will 
want this book. 75 cents. 


The Home Department of To-day 

By Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins. Every essential 
thing — from the organization of a new Home 
Department to the best method used in ma- 
king «the department a success. 60 cents. 


A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 

By Philip E. Howard. Practical help on 
lesson preparation, knowing the pupil,’ se- 
curing attention, asking questions, using il- 
lustrations, conducting reviews, getting the 
pupils to work, leading the pupil to Christ. 
A brief setting forth of many of the most 
important teaching principles and methods 
in Sunday-school work, simply told and 
practically illustrated from actual experience 
for the help of the untrained teacher. 75 cts. 
Training the Teacher 

In four parts: (1) The Book, by A. F. Schauf- 
fler, D.D.; (2) The Pupil, by Mrs. A. A. Lam- 
oreaux; (3) The Teacher, by Martin G. Brum- 
baugh, LL.D.; (4) The Sunday School, by 
Marion Lawrance. Approved as a_ First 
Standard Course. Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 60 
cents. 





Preparing and Teaching the Lesson 

Selections from 23 articles, the best of 
191 manuscripts received in competition 
from 32 states and 4 Canadian provinces, 
including the two prize-winners, “How I 
Prepare My Lesson for Teaching” and 
“How I Teach the Lesson in Class.” The 
choicest selections from the most experi- 
enced teachers themselves. $1. 











Making cf a Teacher 

By Martin G. Brumbaugh, LL.D. Long-a 
standard for teacher-training classes. $2. 
Teacher-Training with the Master Teacher 

By C. S. Beardslee, D.D. Studies of Christ 
in the act of teaching as a means of learning 
how to teach. $1. 
Supplemental Bible Question Course 

By John B. Smith. A manual of Bible drill 
facts, places, etc. May be used for a platform 
drill five minutes each Sunday or for review 
work in individual classes. 90 cents. 
Leading in Prayer 

By Philip E. Howard. Nearly one hundred 
and fifty brief prayers with a reference to the 
Scripture upon which the thought of the 
prayer centers: A welcome gift book for 
private, class, or platform devotions, $1. 
The Sunday School and the Home 

By Frank L. Brown. A thoroughly prac- 
tical discussion of the proper relationship be- 
tween the home and the Sunday-school, with 
definite plans for creating and sustaining 
that relationship. 50 cents. 





Every-Member Evangelism 

By J. E. Conant, D.D. A book of which 
every Sunday-school worker should pos- 
sess a copy. “Simple, practical, inspiring. 
No one can read it without yearning to 
be a soul-winner and. no one can follow its 
teachings without learning to be a soul- 
winner.”—Watchman Examiner. $1.50. 














Your Study Bible 

By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. A mar- 
velously enriching series of Bible studies, 
giving wonderful unfoldings of the mes- 
sage of the books, until the Bible has been 
searched out from Genesis to Revelation. 
Separate chapters for each book, marxed 
texts, and marginal notes. Indexed. $1.25. 


The Apostle John 

By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 
Exhaustive studies in the life and writings of 
the beloved Apostle as given by a master of 
exegesis. 372 pages. - $1.75. 


How to Study the Four Gospels 

By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. The last 
published work of this greatly beloved Bible 
teacher, giving suggestions for study, analy- 
ses of each Gospel, and other material.- 25 
cents. 


The Deity of Christ . a 

By S. W. Pratt, D.D. A careful analysis 
of the Gospel of John, taking up from every 
angle its witness to Christ as very God and 
very Man. Twenty-six chapters, giving an 
overwhelming argument to the deity. of 
Christ. $1. 


Missionary Methods 
for Sunday School Workers 

By George H. Trull. Tested plans for stim- 
ulating missionary interest in the Sunday- 
school. Many useful charts are given, and 
there is a choice list of missionary books, ar- 
ranged for ready reference. 75 cents. “ 














What is the Gospel? 

By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. Straight- 
forward talks on Evangelism for “the man 
in the street”—and every one else. It 
gives Gcd’s Word on Why Men Are Lost, 
How Men Are Saved, What Is Salvation, 
The Blessed Hope, The Victorious Life. 
Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


Missionary Studies for the Sunday School 
By G. H. Trull. Segond Series — Missionary 
Heroes to the Indians and to Africa. 25 cents. 
Third series (Junior and Senior grade) — 
The Immigrants, India. Carey, Judson, Scud- 
der, Duff. 25 cents each. 
Once a Year 
By J. H. Smeeton. Consecutive Daily Bible 
reading plan arranged as a guide to the in- 
telligent reading of the whole Bible during 
pee year. 20 cénts; $2 a dozen; $15 a hun- 
red, 


Through the Bible in a Year by Questions 

By O. S. Schultz. A practical reading course 
for Sunday-school or private study. A com- 
panion booklet to “Once a Year.” 25 cents; 
$2.50 a dozen; $20 a hundred, 
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scription he pictures the “life more abun- 
dant”” which Christ designed for his fol- 
lowers. Sympathetically he records how 
the young converts from cannibalism and 
demon worship are taught in the native 
training school the necessity of waiting 
upon the Lord in order that they may in- 
deed “mount up,” and “run,” and “walk” 
in Christ’s service. There are sixteen 
other studies on the life of victory, the 
life that mounts up on eagles’ wings, and 
the whole sets forth with beanty and 
Strong appeal the “unrealized: possibilities 
of a life of simple faith.” 


Everyman’s Life of Jesus. Edited by 
James Moffatt, D.D., Litt.D. (Geo. H. 
Doran Co., New York, $1.50, net.) The 
unique feature of this latest life of our 
Lord is the manner’ in which the text 
is “edited.” From the four Gospel ac- 
counts the author has selected such mate- 
rial as, to him, portrays the progressive 
history of our Lord’s earthly ministry. 
In a quite brief introductory section of 
each chapter of the book, these historical 
sequences are so selected and narrated 
as to rather interestingly lead up to com- 
pilations of Gospel material that bear 
out the author’s ideas of the life of Jesus. 
Dr. Moffatt’s literary genius is well- 
known. His excellent use of these abil- 
ities in a brief section of each chapter 
to lead the reader into a thoughtful’ sur- 
vey of not a little Bible material through- 
out the remainder of that chapter, is 
praiseworthy. What we need to read is 
the Word itself, and it must be said for 
the writer that he helps one do this very 
thing. It is but natural that the Scrip- 
tures compiled are from his own trans- 
lation of the New Testament, given to 
the public some time. ago. With a book 
of this kind there is always the danger 
of unthinkingly accepting the writer’s 
view-point of historical sequence, apart 
from an examination of the Scriptures 
cited. Dr. Moffatt might have designated, 
in footnote or otherwise, the Gospel chap- 
ter and verse places of the citations. On 
pages twenty-three and twenty-four there 
occur statements concerning the birth of 
the Lord Jesus that will vitiate the whole 
volume for many. The only conclusion 
one is left to draw from these pages is 
that Dr. Moffatt denies the virgin birth, 
and affirms Joseph to be the father of 

esus. 


China’s Christian Army. By George 
T. B. Davis. (To be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., Philadelphia, $1.25 
cloth; 75 cents paper cover.) A thrilling, 
gripping story this, with the very breath 
of revival pulsating through every page. 
The personal experiences of the writer 
and others engaged in Christian work in 
the army of General Feng will be read 
with peculiar interest at this timé when 
the papers contain almost daily reports 
regarding this remarkable man. The ‘in- 
timate personal glimpses of General Feng 
which the book affords, and the almost 
unparalleled difficulties and pitfalls which 
surround him will call forth, it is hoped, 
from countless Christian hearts such a 
volume of faithful, believing,intercessory 
prayer as will. safeguard him as. only 
God-can, The simple recital of. some of 
the military actions in China,-and of how 

has led and seemingly showed his 
power in behalf of those who put their 
trust in him and whose whole desire was 
for peace and. the highest good of their 
country, reads somewhat like a fragment 
from Old Testament times. 

But not alone is the Spirit of God work- 
ing in the army. Wherever the Word 
has been given out and followed,by per- 
sistent prevailing prayer, God has been 
pleased to do a gracious work in the 
hearts and lives of men. In great prisons, 
in quiet country villages, in ‘schools and 
other various groups, a number of small 
prayer circles have been formed and the 
result is an encouragement and a mighty 
challenge to the Church at home and on 
the mission field to.respond with impor- 
tunity to the gracious invitation, “If ye 
shall ask . .. I will do.” There is also 
outlined in greater detail the plan now 
well under way to distribute a million 
Testaments in China as speedily as pos-= 
sible, backed by unceasing prayer for the 
land and people who so sorely need at the 
present time the Good News and the 
mighty power of the Prince of Peace 
himself, ‘ 
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John 6 31-71 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, ‘in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five; $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more* copies, either: to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year, 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 


The postage on:each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers~of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the pestage 
on a- subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at. the United States 
rates plus s0 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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AWhole Year for $1.00! 
mHE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘‘ There is 
no other I like as well.”’ Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
English Ministerial Course 
Study at home. For both 


L ing to graduation 
sexes. Best Sooke, Announcements. Write. Prof. 
C. J. Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 


When the Days 
Seem: Dark 
Babe 


When gpewesing advertisements, 
mention hoo} Times. 











A beok of comfort and 
encouragement. For the 
rn the discour- 
the lexed— 
sete these days of 
stress—for everybody. 


Tue Sunpay ScHoo. 
’ ‘Tames ComMPpany 


1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





February 7. What Does Christian Endeavor 
Mean to Me? Matt. 20: 25-28, (Christian 
Endéavor Day.) 

February 14. What Is Faith, and What Does 
It Do For Us? Heb, 11: 1-10. (Consecra- 
tion feeting.) 

February 21. Lives Transformed by Christ. 
Acts 9 : I-20. 

February 28. Neglected Areas in the Country. 
Isa. 35 : 1-8. (Missionary meeting.) 





Sunday, January 31 
The Call, The Claims, and the Con- 
quests of the Church (Acts 13: 
1-3; Heb. 10: 24, 25; 1 Thess. 
1: 1-10.) (Denominational Day. 
Beginning Wop. Endeavor 
ee 





Mon.—Divine conscription (2 Tim. 1: 


3-7).' 
Tues.—The call of Jesus (Acts 22 : 6-16). 
Wed.—The body of Christ (Eph. 1 : 15-23). 
Thurs.—Upholder of truth (1 Tim. 3: 
14-16). 
Fri.—The first victory (Acts 2 : 37-47). 
Sat.—The final triumph (Rey. 21 : 1-7). 











What is our church’s greatest need? 
What is our church’s main message? 


What has been our church’s greatest 
victory? 


CHRISTIAN worker tells about a 

large frame church building that 
was burned down in his native town, in 
his boyhood days. Although the* church 
had not been a very large or active one, 
there was much interest in the catastrophe. 
The fire occurred at night, and as the 
building was large it made an, immense 
bonfire, and people flocked from far and 
near to see it. A member of the church 
said somewhat peevishly to a known skep- 
tic who was in the crowd, “I never saw 
yoy come near this church before.” “No,” 
replied the other, “but then I never saw 
this church on fire before.” ° 


ye 

Christ said, “And I, if I be lifted up 
- «+ will draw all men unto me” (John 
12:32). He it is that is to be the great 
drawing power in the church and surely 
there is great need in the church to-day 
for the fire of the Holy Spirit, making 
known the presence and power of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Let the Holy Spirit 
enter and possess the hearts of a congre- 
gation, the Lord Jesus will be lifted up, 
and a revival is sure to break out. You 
can no more keep people from such a 
church than you can keep them away from 
a conflagration. Truly the greatest need 
to-day is churches on fire for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


4 

God’s Word is startlingly clear as to 
the only. commission, and the greatest 
message the Lord Jesus Christ ever gave 
to the church. We read it+in Matthew 
28:19 and 20, “Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you: and lo, I am with you al- 
way, even unto the end of the world.” 
To the individual member the church’s 
call is one of consecration, “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your’ bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reasonable service” (Rom, 12:1), 
but to those outside of the Lord Jesus 
Christ the church has only one message, 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt.be saved” (Acts 16:31). 

If the church is preaching any other 
Gospel than the Gospel of salvation 
through the blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ she is failing in her mission, and 
she is ignoring the command of her Mas- 
ter and Lerd. It has been said that we. 
can have spirit in the church without the 
cross, but not the Spirit. Would that: 
written over the door of every true church 
of Christ and in the hearts of the people 
might be the words of the inspired apot- 
tle, “But we preach Christ crucified, 





wine the power of God, and the wisdom 
of God” (zt Cor. 33133, $4). 
b 3 


When the church of Christ begins to 
count her victories how pitifully small 
and inadequate they seem. But when she 
turns her eyes. to her all powerful Lord 
what glorious victories are hers through 
him. “Thanks be to God, .which giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57). Conybeare trans- 
lates 2 Corinthians 2:14, “But thanks be 
to God -who leads me on from place to 
place in the train of his triumph, to cele- 
brate his' victory over the enemies of 
Christ; and by me sends forth the knowl- 
edge of him, a stream of fragrant incense 
throughout the world.” The glorious her- 
itage of the church of Christ is that the 
victories that he has won over the enemy 
and is still winning are by right of in- 
heritance hers, and her joyous privilege 
is to constantly share in the triumphal 
celebration of her overcoming Lord and 
Master. w 


It will be interesting to take your de- 
nominational church history and trace 
through the years the victories that Christ 
has won for her and through her. The 
great revivals that have come through her 
instrumentality, the heathen lands taken 
for Christ in his name and through his 
power, the strongholds of superstition and 
ignorance that have fallen before her con- 
quering Saviour. But let us not forget 
that the church of Christ can never rise 
higher than the individual members. Upon 
each member of the body of Christ lies 
a responsibility of being so in his hands 
for his service ‘that his victories may be 
truly celebrated in our own lives, in our 
locai church, in. our community, in our 
church as a whole, and in the whole wide 
world. w 


What need in my own life is creating a 
need in the life of my church? 

How am I helping to discharge the church’s 
responsibility for preaching the Gospel of 
Christ? 

Is there anything in my life that is pre: 
venting God from winning the victories he 
wants to win in my church and for my 
church? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


‘ 








The Victorious Life 

















" How Broad Is Your Vision ? 


OW broad is your prayer vision? 

Many believers’ are finding great 
blessing in enlarging the borders of their 
prayer life by including, in their interces- 
sion, matters of world-wide interest and 
concern to the whole bedy of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. A helpful reminder of def- 
inite needs in the body of ‘Christ at large 
is the yearly Prayer Call issued by the 
Victorious Life Testimony, the Pioneer 
Mission Agency, and America’s Keswick. 
The Prayer Call for 1926 will be ready 
during the latter- part of January, and as 
many copies as you need may be had 
from the office of the Victorious Life 
Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Why not set apart a definite time each 
week for intercession along the lines sug- 
gested by the 1926 Prayer Call? Perhaps 
there are others in your community’ who 
would be glad to join with you in prayer 
fellowship at such a time. .Prayer group 
leaders will find the 1926 Prayer Call a 
nucleus around which the prayer program 
for the year may be built up. 


4 
Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept 
informed of, and to pray for, meetings ad- 
dressed by members or speakers of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony. 

Philadelphia, Pa., January 28-23.—Ninth. Win- 
ter Conference of the Victorious Life Testi- 
mony, Chambers-Wylie Presbyterian Church, 
Broad Street below Spruce. Leaders and 
speakers, J. Harvey Borton, the Rev. George 
Rhoad, Max I. Reich, Charles G. Trumbull, 
and others. Full information may be had from 
the Victorious’ Life Testimony, 80 Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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FINEST 
Workmansnip 


Lowest Prices. Ser ‘or Illustrated Catalog ‘, 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 
Room 353, 1701-1705 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia,Pq 


BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
Went. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS ~~ 


Chairs, Tables. Hymn Boards.Collection Plates.etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, forte Min | 


























Just Out. Interesting Missionary Studies 


CHINA CHATS 


Talks with Children About 
Things of China 


‘*China Chats” ($1) isa series of tatks. 
with children about ‘*‘ Old China’s Youhg 
Folks,” compiled and arranged in story 
form from the stirring annals of 
the China Inland Mission, by Frederic 
F, Helmer, Publication ‘Secretary in 
North America. The compiler has _col- 
lected the kind of things the young peo- 
ple will be interested in, and a series of . 
clever drawings makes Chinese life 
more real. The stories are not “preachy” 
but are told in a lively, vivid style that 
will keep the young folks absorbed, and 
at the same time will provide them ‘with 
a very real insight and a deep practical 
interest in mission work. 


Bound in cloth with an attractive cover 
design; 128 pages, illustrated with over 
forty pen and ink drawings. 

$1.00, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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As High as 9% 
with Safety! 


Our Annuity Bonds yield their 
holders as high as 9%. Joint pro- 
tection of two. or more persons 
in a single bond is possible when 
desired. An Annuity Bond in- 
come cannot shrink. Payments 
are made promptly and cannot 
fail. Your investment is secure 
and will be used in circulating 
the Holy Bible without note or 
comment in many languages 
among the nations of the world. 


Write for Booklet No. 16X, 
which will tell you what our 
Annuity Bonds will do for you. 





AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
BIBLE HOUSE, Astor Place,New York, N. Y. 

















Cuticura Talcum 
or Baby’s Skin 


Seap, Ointment, Talcum sold everywhere.} 


The Faith, the Falsity and the 
Failure of Christian Science 


By Woodbridge Riley, Ph.D., Frederick W. Peabody 
LL.B., and Charles E. Humiston, M.D., Sc.D. 


A thoughtful analysis of Christian Science from 
the standpoint of psychology, law and medicine 


The careful research, cogent argument and 
incisive style of all three sections render it 
both profitable and absorbing ; it is a unique 
and overpowering arraignment of this dan- 


gerous cult. 
$3.50, postpaid 
MAY BE ORDERED FROM 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 

















When Ree ering ase wie” please 
mention The Sun School Times. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


An Outline of John’s Gospel 


VANGELIST Norman H. Camp, 

author of the “Way of Life” tract 
(5416 Winthrop Avenue, Chicago), has 
prepared a simple outline of John’s Gos- 
pel, which by permission is here given: 

The Great Theme of the Book: “The Eter- 
nal Word Made Flesh” (John 1 : 1-14). 

The Main Purpose: 20 ; 31. 

Key Words: “Life” and “Believe.” (Under- 
score them; note the total number of each.) 

Key Verse: 1:4. (Memorize it.) 

The Object of this New Life: Notice 17: 3. 

The Secret of Understanding the Book: 
Obey 7: 17. 

The Twenty-one Titles of Jesus in the Book: 
Word, Light, Lamb, King, Messiah, Saviour, 
Christ, Son, Son of Man, Son of God, I AM, 
Prophet, Lord, Bread, Door, Shepherd, Resur- 
rection, Way, Truth, Life, Vine. (Look up 
each carefully and meditate thereon.) 


Next week the “Twelve Proofs in John 
that Jesus is the Eternal God” will be 
given, 


January 25 to 31 


Mon.—John 6 : 1-14. 
Jesus Feeds Five Thousand Men. 
It is the things of sense, not of: the 
Spirit, that appeal to the “great multitude” 
(v. 2). Jesus took advantage of this, 
as he would have us also do, but only as 
a means to an end; not to obtain some- 
thing material from the multitude for 
ourselves, but to give them something 
spiritual, namely, “that meat which en- 
dureth unto everlasting life’ (vs. 26, 27). 
PRAYER ‘SUGGESTIONS: One of the su- 
preme messages of John’s Gospel is that 
“God sO LOVED the world” that he gave 
the bread of life for all who will receive 
it, There is “enough and to spare” for 
THE WORLD'S nearly two billions! “Pray 
YE. 


Tues.—John 6: 41-51. Jesus the Bread of Life. 


To-day’s reading follows logically that 
of yesterday. To get the connection 
clearly, read the intervening verses. Com- 
mit verses 27, 47, and 48. Christ, the 
bread of life, is himself “everlasting 
life” ; therefore whosoever receives Christ 
receives what Christ is and has, including 
everlasting life. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: One of the 
world’s greatest fields is China, and one 
of China’s greatest needs is the Gospel. 
Pray that THIS YEAR, not one million only, 
but far more than a million Testaments 
may be sown in that land. Pray for 
George T., B. Davis’ splendid work. Would 
you have a share in it? Write John G. 
Harris, 119 South. Fourth Street, Phila- 
delphia. 


Wed.—Isaiah 44: 12-20. Feeding on Ashes. 


Everything outside of Christ is “ashes.” 
We pity the heathen for their ignorance 
and superstition and idolatry. But if we 
are out of Christ, is not our state far 
worse? For we have light, and they have 
not. : 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Another of the 
world’s spiritually needy fields is South 
America, and one of the boards ‘striving 
earnestly to. supply that need is the In- 
land South America Missionary Union, 113 
Fulton Street, New York City. But how 
can bread be passed on except it first 
be given? Pray for this and for every 
Mission to South America, 
Thurs.—Psalm 132 : 11-18. A Promise of Bread. 

Verse 11 was literally fulfilled in Da- 
vid’s immediate successors, but all these 
verses will have far larger fulfilment 
through David’s greater Son in the com- 
ing millennial age, the “provision” and 
“bread” of which age will be both spir- 
itual and temporal and will be abundantly 
satisfying. Note the repeated “I wills”; 
all will be fulfilled. 

Prayer SucGcestions: In proportion 
to tts population, Russia has probably 
more evangelical Christians than all of 





South America, and yet its need of Amer- 
ica’s prayers and America’s help is very 
great. Pray for, and communicate with, 
the Russia Evangelization Society, Nor- 
man J. Smith, Secretary, 156 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York City. , 


Fri.—Matthew 6: 5-15. A Prayer for Bread. 


“Give,” for thou art our Father and 
hast “bread enough ‘and to spare” (Luke 
15:17), therefore thou art able; “us,” thy 
destitute children, dependent upon our 
Father’s royal bounty; “this day,” for 
thou sayest, “Take therefore no thought 
for the morrow” (v. 34); “our daily 
bread,” it will be sufficient and satisfy- 
ing if thow dost give it. Whether the 
need be spiritual or temporal, the pro- 
vision is the same. 

PRAYER SvucGcestions: India, too, 
should have large place in owr prayers. 
“The frightful immorality of Hindu tem- 
ples, with their four millions of prosti- 
tutes, is not a corruption of Hinduism,” 
says D, M. Panton, “but, as the Hindus 
themselves affirm, am essential practise 
of their creed, which they make no ef- 
fort to abolish,” 

Sat.—1 Corinthians 11 : 23-29. 
The Broken Bread. 

Past, present, and future are repre- 
sented in the Lord’s Supper. “The Lord’s 
death” (past), “ye proclaim” (present), 
“till he come” (future). Faith looks 
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back to the cross, hope looks forward to 


his coming, and love unites the two ihto 
present obedience. .Both advents are.-in 
view. Study carefully verses 27 to 31, 
and make strict personal application, - 
Prayer Succestions: Re-read yester- 
day’s prayer suggestion paragraph, Should 
not the prayers of the Christian world 
blot out forever this infamy of India? 
od so loved the world, even India’s 
sunken millions. Pray for the Ceylon and 
India~ General Mission; also for the 
splendid work of William C. Irvine, Bel- 
gaum, India, 
Sun.—Psalm 34:1-11. The Divine Provider. 


_ Last week, physical waters, then spir- 
itual. This week, physical bread, then 
spiritual. Thus the divine order is from 
the natural to the supernatural; from 
that which is easily understood on the 
plane of the senses to the hidden truths 
of the higher plane. What meaning, for 
example, would verse 58 have for us if 
we knew nothing of physical taste? 


PraYER SuGGESTIONS: India once more, 
for God is putting that land on many 
hearts. A certain returned missionary in 
America is pleading with God day and 
night For INpta, and that God would 
raise up many intercessors in its behalf. 
The evangelization of India, and of THE 
WoRLD, will be speedily performed when 
the prayer power is fully practised. 

















Easy as A~B-C ! 


‘You Can Play Any Instrument 


In a Few Months 
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This Delightful 
New Easy Way! 


Quickest because natural and pleasant. 
Grateful students say they learn in a frac- 
tion of the time old dull methods required. 
You play direct from the notes. And the 


cost is only a few cents a lesson! 


EARNING music is no longer a 
L difficult task. If you can read the 
alphabet, you can now quickly learn 
to play your favorite instrument! A de- 
lightful new method has made it posi- 


tively easy to become a capable perform- - 


er within just a few months. And the 
cost is only a fraction of what people 
used to spend on the old, slow methods! 


You don’t need a private teacher, this 
new way. You study entirely at home, in 
the privacy of your own room, with no 
one to interrupt or embarrass you. And, 
strange as it may seem, you'll enjoy 
every minute of it—because the new 
method is agreead/e as well as rapid. 

No Tricks or Stunts—You 
from “Regular” Music 

You don’t have to know the first thing 
about music in order to begin. You learn 
to play from actual notes, just-like the 
best musicians do. And almost before you 
realize your progress, you begin playing 
real tunes and melodies instead of just 
scales. There are no trick ‘‘numbers,” 
no ‘‘memory stunts.” When you finish 
the U.S. School of Musiccourse, you can 
pick up any pieceof regular printed 
music and understand it! You'll be able 
to read music, popular and classic, and 
play it from the notes. You'll acquire a 
life-long ability to please your friends, 
amuse yourself, and, if you like, make 
money (musicians are highly paid for 
their pleasant work). 


Whether you like the piano, violin, 
’cello, organ, saxophone, or any other in- 
strument, you can now learn to play it in 
an amazingly short time. By means of 
this newly perfected method reading and 
playing music is made almost as simple 
as reading aloud from a book. You simply 
can’t go wrong. First, you are told how 
a thing is done, then a picture shows you 
how, then you do it yourself and hearit. 
No private teacher could make it any 
clearer. The lessons come to you by mail 
at regular intervals. They consist of com- 


plete printed instructions, diagrams, all ~ 


the music you need, and music paper 














for writing out test exercises. And if 
anything comes up which is not entirely 
plain youcan write to your instructor 
and get a full, prompt, personal reply! 


The Surest Way To Be Popular 
and Have a Good Time 
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Pick Your Instrument a mntre, . ore 
you out of it be- 

Poon pr cause you can’t 
Ukulele Flute art SRY s 
Cornet Saxophone | ™22Y People 
Trombone are! It’s the 
Piccolo + musician who 
Guitar "Cello _claims_ atten- 
Hawaiian Steel Guitar | tion! If you 
Singing play, you are al- 

Piano Accordion ways in demand. 
Voice and Culture Many invitations 
Harmony and Composition | GO ™O to you. 
Drums and Traps Amateur orches- 
Automatic r Control | t's offer you 
Sante (rene: Placteume or | wonderful  after- 
6 String) noons and even- 

ings. And you 








meet the kind of 
people you have always wanted to know. So 
don’t miss this exceptional opportunity. 


Free Book Explains All 
Get This Special Offer 
The whole interesting story about the U. S. School 
course cannot be told on this page. Soa kict has 
been printed—** Music Lessons in Your Own Home.”” 
You can have a copy absolutely free by mailing the 
coupon below. -In the booklet you will find a special 
offer that makes the U. S. course available to you at 
a very low price—if you act prompsly. With it will 
sent a Demonstration Lesson which explains better 
than words how Seen quick and easy this won- 
derful new method is. If you are really anxious to 
become a good player on your favorite instrument 
mail the coupon now—to-day. Instruments su pli-d 
when n , cash or credit. U, S. ool of 
381 Brunswick Bidg., New York City. 


U. S. SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
381 Brunswick Bidg., New York City 

Please send me your free book, ‘‘ Music Lessons in 
Your Own Home,” with introduction by Dr. Frank 
Crane, Demonstration Lesson and particulars of your 
Special Offer. I am interested in the following course: 
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